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Key to Symbols

a good move

a weak move

an excellent move

a blunder

an interesting move

a dubious move

only move

novelty

lead in development
zugzwang

equality

unclear position

with compensation for the sacrificed material
White stands slightly better
Black stands slightly better
White has a serious advantage
Black has a serious advantage
White has a decisive advantage
Black has a decisive advantage
with an attack

with initiative

with counterplay

with the idea of

better is

worse is

check

mate
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Introduction

The Slav Defense has been the cornerstone of my repertoire for most of my chess
career. | started playing it when | was just 13 years old, and it has remained a trusted
weapon ever since accompanying me through countless tournaments, tough bat-

tles, and critical games.

It is a solid and deeply reliable opening; one | have used mainly against strong op-
ponents throughout my career. With Black, it gave me stability, clear plans, and
confidence—even against players aiming to fight for an advantage. And when my
opponents tried to push for more, the Slav always offered good alternatives and
counterplay, allowing me to navigate even the sharpest positions with flexibility

and purpose.

This opening is more than just a reply to 1.d4; it is a complete system full of dynamic
ideas. Whether you are looking for sharp tactical complications or solid positional
play, the Slav has something to offer. Over the years, it has proven its value at all

levels—from club players to top-level grandmasters.

In this book, | share the ideas, strategies, and personal insights | have gathered from
decades of experience with the Slav. My goal is to show not only how to play this
opening, but also why it is worth playing—and why it has remained my lifelong

companion on the board.

Zaven Andriasian, November 2025
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Full Chapter: Various 3" Moves

1.d4 d5 2. c4 c6
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Position after: 2... c6

In this section we will examine some
sidelines. While they do not fight for an
advantage Black must know how to re-
spond.

3.e3

A) 3. b3 Astrange move but we need to
know how to play against it. 3... £f5 4.
&\c3 e5! An interesting way to fight for
an advantage. 5. dxe5 [5. e3 e4 6. Z\ge2
&\fe 7. g3 Lg6F is a better version
of the French.]

B) 3. Wc2 &\f6 4. e3 g6 an interesting
way to complete development, allowing
... 2f5 and developing the bishop to g7.
5. &3 [5. £d3 Trying to stop ...&f5
but other problems arise. 5... £g7 6.
f3 ¢5 7. dxc5 dxcd 8. Lxcd Lf500
Black has a strong initiative and the
pawn on c5 will soon fall.] 5... £g7

ARYE JAlaA
EHnE De B

Position after: 5... g7

B1) 6. £d3 encounters problems af-
ter...c5or...20a6. 6... ¢5! 7. dxc5 dxc4
8. &xc4 2f5 9. Wb3 0-0! 10. Dd4
W 700 The c5-pawn will fall leading to
equality, but | prefer Black’s position.

B2) 6. £c3 0-0 7. £d3 Da6! Black is
ready for active play. 8. a3 ¢5 9. cxd5
cxd4 10. Dxd4 PDxd500

B3) 6. Xbd2 0-0 7. a3 Taking control
of the b4-square. [7. £2d3? c5! 8. dxc5
9a6F We already know this strong
idea.] 7... £f5 8. £d3 £xd3 9. Wxd3
#\bd7 10. 0-0 c500 Black has solved
his opening problems.

B4) 6. £e20-07.0-0c5! 8. cxd5 cxd4
9. Dxd4 Dxd500

C) 3. c5? is simply weak. White moves
the same pawn twice in the opening. 3...
e5 4. e3 Dh6 5. bs Dd7F

D) 3. £f4?! dxc4! Now Black takes the
pawn creating queenside problems for




Chapter | — Various 34 Moves

White. 4. e3 b5 5. a4 b7 6. Dc3 a6 7.
g3 ¢5 8. &f3 cxd4 9. exd4 b4 10. Lxcd
e6! 11. Da2 Ld6F With the better
pawn structure and development.

E) 3.g3 Df64. 2g2 2f55. Nc3 e6 6.
&f3 transposes.

F) 3. Dd2 &6 4. & gf3 transposes to
4.9\bd2.

3... 2)f6 4. 2d3 e5!

EHoWede X0
ii idi
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214
A A A
ENRQYUE NE

Position after: 4... e5!

A very strong move, starting to fight for
an advantage.

5. N3

5. dxe5 dxc4! 6. £c2 Wxdi+ 7. Lxd1
A\d5TF Black has a better position.

5...e46. 2c2 2d6 7. f3 0-0!

Finishing development and starting an
attack on the white king.

8. fxe4 dxed 9. Pge2 Dbd7 10. h3

&hs!
E oW E&é |o
Ai A iidi
18
A
AA A
7\ A &
AARAL & A
2 aWdd )=|

Position after: 10... 2h5!
Sacrificing the pawn for a strong attack!
11. Dxed Yha+ 12. ©f1
12. ©d2 £b4+13. D4c3 b5F—

12... &c7-

Black has a strong attack.






The Exchange
Variation
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1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.cxd5 cxd5 I
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Chapter Guide

Chapter 2 - The Exchange Variation

1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.cxd5 cxd5

Q) B, 8885 ettt ettt n ettt n et enene 13
oY IS OO 18
) B NC3 N 5 oottt ettt en e 22

) . GDNC3 OO 5. Bl ettt 34
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a) 4.295

1. d4 d5 2. c4 6 3. cxd5 cxd5 4. 285

EAsWeoAK.
di didi

i £
1)

AA AR AA
27 YWRRANE

Position after: 4. £g5

A rare move—not the strongest, but an
interesting choice.

4...h6

Soon we will see what happens if Black
chooses 6. | suggest you stick with ...h6.

A) 4. Dc65. D3

I sdaAX
“-ﬁ 4diidi

&)
i
B | YORHE

Position after: 5. £\c3

A1) 5... Whe It is well known that de-
veloping the queen too early in the
opening is not ideal. 6. e4! e6 [6...
Wxb2 7. Hxd5+ This looks rather

hopeless.; 6... dxed4? 7. d5 Wxb2 8.
E c1+— Development is significant in
chess] 7. exd5 exd5 8. £b5 £e6 9.
Nge2x Symmetrical positions are
usually close to equal, like this one,
but they can still be quite unpleasant
to play

A2) 5...f6

Y TR Y
idi A 41
a i

Al 8
A
&y
AB AR AR
H | UWDLNE

Position after: 5... f6

[=]

| am hesitant to play this move
because of the risk of a wild piece
sacrifice 6. e4 fxg5 [6... dxed 7. 2e37
This position is too dangerous to
play.] 7. exd5 If Black plays accurately,
he should not have any real
problems. However, the lines require
precise and difficult moves, making it
challenging to remember and play
correctly 7... b8 8. &3 gb! There is
no alternative to this move. 9. £b5+
&f7! This is the only move. 10. h4
gxha! 11. Exh4 ©g7 Black now has a
choice of moves but | prefer a safer
square for the king.
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AR .
B e
Position after: 11... ©g7

12. D5 [12. Wd2 £d7 13. Lc4 b500
| think White has compensation for
the piece here, but Black should be
fine.] 12... £d7 13. £d3 The position
looks very dangerous for Black, with
all of White’s pieces ready for a final
attack. However, with precise play,
Black can still survive. 13... £e8 14.
2! The knight aims to occupy ei-
ther f4 or e6. 14... Df6 15. N fa Wde
16. Dca Wd7 17. Des5 Wde= | be-
lieve repeating the position is best
here. It is not easy for White to im-
prove, and Black’s development is dif-
ficult to complete.

B) 4... &)f6 | do not like giving the op-
ponent the chance to double my pawns
5. xf6 gxf6 6. D3 &6

[v]

E sWea X
Ad A4 a4
A i
i
A

&\
AR MAaEAR
B HRANE

Position after: 6... ?\c6

7.e3%

5. 2h4

5. 24 9\c6 6. D3 D6

A) 7. Df3 When my opponents play
the Exchange Variation, | try to adopt
a more aggressive approach to com-
plicate the position. 7... g5 8. £e5
£g7 9. e3 0-0c0 This unusual h6-g5
idea allows us to play more aggres-
sively, gain space, and fight for control
of the dark squares.

B) 7. e3 £f5 8. Wph3 Nas5 9. Was+
£d710. We2 e6

i wea EP
Ad 2 i

il A
A i

A B
A

ARY A A
E HANE

Position after: 10... e6

Typical moves in this position, but |
believe Black has a slight advantage
thanks to the pawn on h6. 11. &f3
Ec812. £d3 £b4 The key point now
is that without a pawn on h7 we may
focus on creating play on the
queenside. 13. 0-0 0-0 14. De5 Yc6
The knight on e5 is very dangerous
and helps White initiate kingside ac-
tivity so we need to exchange it. 15.
We2 £xc3 16. bxc3 Pxe5 17. dxe5
ed= This fully equalizes the posi-
tion.
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5... Whe
Efe ol Ep
id i A id
iy i
i
A a
gVt ATA A A
S5 WRanE

Position after: 5... Whe

Generally, we are taught not to develop
the queen early but there are excep-
tions when it is necessary. In this case it
is hard to develop the kingside without
playing ...e6.

6. Nc3
This approach is more aggressive

6. Wd2 Itis not easy to defend the pawn
onb2.6... £f57. Ac3 e6

I  eaAXK|
Add A4
W i
Al
A &
(2
AR HARAR
E DANE

Position after: 7... e6

A) 8. f3 Maybe not ideal, but it is the
only way to create counterplay. 8...
£e79. &xe7 Dxe7 10. ed

15
& @ El=
ii A4l
b4 i
i &
A A
& A
A o AR
H HLNE

Position after: 10. e4

A1) 10..2h7 | played this move
during a game but could not recall
my exact analysis at the time! The
move is fine as | comfortably equal-
ized. | later discovered an interest-
ing idea that allows Black to play for
more. 11. 2b5+ #bce 12. exd5
exd5 13. Pge2 Edg=

A2) 10... dxe4! Not a natural move,
but now White will have problems
with development, and the d4-
pawn is under heavy pressure. 11.
fxed £g6 12. D3 Nbc6TF

B) 8. e3 &\c60o Black is in a comfort-
able position as he will complete his
development thereby resolving his
opening problems.

6...e5

These lines are quite complex; let us ex-
amine them move by move.

6... Wxb2 | do not usually like such
moves in the opening, but here is how
to play this line. 7. @xd5 e6 8. Ebl
Wa3o9. el
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Ihgs @“2AKM
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Position after: 9. Wc2!

9.. Was+n [9... Da6 10. e4+ And now
Black is under attack!] 10. Wc3 White
must exchange queens, but with better
development he holds a slight edge.
Black needs to play with caution. 10...
Wxc3+ 11. Pxc3 a6 12. g4 White aims
to gain a space advantage. 12... b5 13.
L2g2 Ba714. 283 9d715. Ecloo The
endgame is equal.

7. Df3

Black has two main ideas: push the
pawn to e4 to close the position or de-
velop with ...2\c6.

7. Dxd5 Lb4+ 8. Dxbs Wxba+ 9. Wd2
Wxd2+ 10. ©xd2 exd4

Ihe & AKXl
Adi il
i

i a

ARl DARAR

2 2AE

Position after: 10... exd4

When | first saw this line and the result-
ing endgame, | thought Black might face
some problems because of White's
pawn on d4 and the advantage of the
bishop pair. 11. &f3 [11. e3, does not
work because of problems with the
bishop on h4. 11... dxe3+ 12. Pxe3
Ne71=]11... £c6 12. e3 the problem is
that itis not possible to play without e3,
but after that move White cannot save
the h4-bishop. 12... dxe3+ 13. fxe3 [13.
Hxe3? g5!

K 2 & AP
di i
A i
i
==L\
A8 A4lA
B & E

Position after: 13... g5!

14. £g3 &f6F White faces a serious
problem with his king stuck in the cen-
ter, while Black’s attack is mounting.]
13... Dge7! 14. Lc4 G f5lco The prob-
lem lies with the weak pawn on e3, and
White’s king stuck in the center.

7... 96

7...48.d2 £e69. e3 This resembles
a French Defense structure but White
holds a significant advantage thanks to
the strong bishop on h4. 9... &\c6 [9...
L£e710. £g3!
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17

The bishop is very strong and must be
preserved. 10... f6 11. Dad Was 12.
Eclzx The c-file and the c5-square are
firmly controlled by White.] 10. £e2
£2.d611. Wh3x with a slight advantage
for White.

8. N\xd5 2ba+9. Yd2

E & @ AEPm
i i id
iy 4
A S
& A L

AR QAR AR
)= wHe E

Position after: 9. ?\d2

This move leads to sharper lines, requir-
ing more precise calculation.

9. Dxba Wxba+ 10. Wd2 Wxd2+ 11.
Nxd2 [11. Dxd2 exd4 transposes to
7.20d5.] 11... Dxd4 12. BEc1 Hfs=

9... Wxda 10. Nc7+ f8 11. Hxa8
Wxb2 12. Ec1g513. Ec2 Wa3

20K 1 wH R
ii i
A i
A i
-3 £l
Wy
ALBERAIA AA
WHe E

Position after: 13... Wa3

White has two challenges in this fantas-
tically messy position. He is a rook up
but his a8-knight is completely out of

play.
14. £g3

14. e4 O)f6 15. b5 Lxd2+ 16. Exd2
gxh4 17. £xc6 bxc6 18. 0-0 Lg7 19.
Edg £g4 20. 3 We3+ 21. ©h1 Exds
22. Wxd8 h3 23. fxgd Pxed= This com-
puter line is hard to explain but it ends
in a perpetual check.

14... Df6 15. e3 21517
This is a very difficult position for White:

although up a rook, he faces a strong pin
and intense attack.
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b) 4.2f4

1.d4 d5 2. c4 ¢6 3. cxd5 cxd5 4. 24

EAsWeaoAKN
di didi

i

A 2
Jagras AA A A
275 YDanE

Position after: 4. £f4

4. 9f65.e3 96 6. 2b5

X sWeg K
di didi
L A

2 4
A 2
&

A A A
E@a U E

Position after: 6. £b5

This move order allows flexibility and
avoids early commitments, while pre-
paring key strategic ideas.

6. 2d3 £g4! Rememberto develop the
bishop first, then play ...e6.

I Weéea X
A Aiii
a a
i

A Qs

LIA
AlaR
E@ o HE

Position after: 6... £.g4!

A) 7. %b3 Na5 8. Was+ 2d79. We2
6 10. a3 Ph5= This typical queen
and bishop maneuver is well known,
but here Black also attacks the bishop
on f4, achieving a comfortable posi-
tion.

B) 7.3 £h5 8. Wb3 Wd7 Now Black
must choose a different plan, as the
bishop is off the c8-h3 diagonal and
the queen on d7 limits the knight
while White’s f3-pawn controls two
key squares 9. &3 e6 10. Z?lgez

X ef X
Ai W a4k1
A 14

i

: a
HARA A
Al AN AR
E & =4

Position after: 10. Dge2

foli=l




