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Key to Symbols

a good move

a weak move

an excellent move

a blunder

an interesting move

a dubious move

only move

novelty

lead in development
zugzwang

equality

unclear position

with compensation for the sacrificed material
White stands slightly better
Black stands slightly better
White has a serious advantage
Black has a serious advantage
White has a decisive advantage
Black has a decisive advantage
with an attack

with initiative

with counterplay

with the idea of

better is

worse is

check

mate
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Preface

The reason for writing another book on the Griinfeld is not only because modern
theory has evolved very quickly (to put it mildly) but also because now my approach
to the Griinfeld is completely different.

In my first book | wanted to enlighten the reader on those various lines that were
less explored, and those that have been almost forgotten but were nevertheless
interesting. However this time the book is about cutting-edge lines, which is a very
modern approach to this fascinating opening. Moreover it is important to say that
when | was writing my first book a few years ago, surprisingly, some of these cur-
rent lines simply didn’t exist, or were only discussed in a very minor way.

It is true that the Grinfeld fits in very well with the engines’ way of playing chess,
and in that sense it’s almost the perfect opening with which to implement and gen-
erate such ideas.

Let’s have a look now at what | mean. Here | will present a few excerpts from the
current book.

In Chapters 1 & 2 we deal with the following highly important and popular recent
line. 1.d4 &6 2.c4 g6 3.2)c3 d5 4.cxd5 2 xd5 5.e4 P xc3 6.bxc3 287 7.2.¢4 ¢5
8.2e2 76 9.2 e3 0-0 10.0-0 b6
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In Chapter 5 we deal with the positions that have probably been the subject of the



most development and changes in the last couple of years.

1.d4 &6 2.c4 g6 3.%\c3 d5 4.cxd5 2 xd5 5.e4 £\xc3 6.bxc3 287 7.9 3 ¢5 8. 2 b5+

EA o We Elm
FOF didi
F

8.h3 The main line here.
8.£2.e2 This is also a very modernized and popular system.
8...%1¢c6 9.0-0 Additionally 9.d5 and 9. E b1 are analyzed.

9...0-0 10.2xc6 bxc6 11.%¥c2 A very modern and popular line that is analyzed
together with the usual positions arising from 11.£.a3 and 11.£e3.

All of these positions have attracted huge unprecedented attention in tournament
practice, compared to previous times.

In Chapter 14 | analyze a very important theoretical line played in the World Cham-
pionship matches.

1.d4 &6 2.c4 g6 3.f3 d5 4.cxd5 Pxd5 5.4 \b6 6.2)c3 287 7.2e3

It is very important for Griinfeld players to be able to employ a Griinfeld-type of
reaction whenever possible, and not to go for a King’s Indian type of play. Of course
this is not mandatory, but if there is a good Grinfeld-type reaction then it should
be considered first, as in this case.



| have emphasized here a few of the important things that will be seen in this book,
and provided a visual explanation of the points made in the Introduction.

The Grinfeld is a very active and excellent opening which offers a lot of possibilities
with modern and less-explored ideas, and it definitely deserves constant attention.

Milos Pavlovic, 2024



1.d4 56 2.c4 g6 3.%c3 d5
4.cxd5 Dxd5 5.e4 Dxc3
6.bxc3 287 7.2.c4 c5 8.De2
?c6 9.2e3 0-0 10.0-0 b6
11.Ec1
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Chapter Guide

Chapter 1 -7.2c¢1 - with 11.Zc1

1.d4 &f6 2.c4 g6 3.9\c3 d5 4.cxd5 £xd5 5.e4 Pxc3 6.bxc3 £.87 7.2.¢4 5 8.9\e2
N\c69.2e30-010.0-0 b6 11.Ec1 Lb7

2) 12. 205 EC2 13002 oottt 11
D) 12. 255 E €2 13.THA2 06 ..ottt 17
C) 12,05 1ottt ettt ne e eeneeed 21
d) 12.97d2 B C8 13 . E FAL CXAS vttt e e s eeeeaes 26
€) 12. 9702 B8 13. E FUL €6 14 ettt e e 30
£) 129702 B c8 13.EfdL €6 143 oottt 33




Chapter | —7.2.c4 —with |1 1.Ecl

a) 12.2bh5 Zc2 13.%d2 --

1. d4 &6 2. c4 g6 3. H\c3 d5 4. cxd5
&\xd5 5. e4 Dxc3 6. bxc3 £g77. £.c4
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Position after: 7. £c4

The Classical line is one of the best that
White can try to gain an advantage, for
instance with an attack. It has been
around for decades but has never lost
its popularity.

7...¢5 8. De2 H\c6 9. £e3 0-0 10. 0-0
b6
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Position after: 10... b6

This is a key defense nowadays which is
employed by leading Griinfeld players.

It is not a new line and has been known
for decades, but in the last couple of
years it has been reinvented and mod-
ernized. Black doesn’t lose time on
gueen moves , but simply opts for de-
velopment — however it’s important to
note that Black doesn’t take early on d4.

11. Ec1

We will see in other lines that there are
some other ideas such as a quick 11. h4
or 11. Wd2 followed by a plan of Zad1
and taking a pawn with 11. dxc5.

A) 11. Eb1 Rarely played but possible.
11... £b7 12. dxc5 £e5 13. £d5 Lxd5
14. exd5 bxc5 15. £xc5 Wd7 16. Hf4
Eacs

X K¢ |o
F 3 L WYY
4
244
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Position after: 16... Zac8

17. £d4 W5 18. He2 Efd8 19. Pg3
Wd320. Wh3 W4 21. Efd1 Exds The
usual play when Black sacrifices a pawn
on c5.

B) 11. £d5 b7 12. dxc5 e6 13. £b3
£.a6 Another straightforward idea.
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Position after: 13... £a6
14. Eel Wc7 15. cxb6 axbe 16. We2
Ne5 17. BEadl Hga 18. 24 Wes 19.
£.g3 Efc8 Black is doing OK .

11... £b712. £b5

E W Ed |m
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A &
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Position after: 12. b5

12. Wd2 is a popular idea where White
intends to take on c6, followed by d5
and c4, to gain good central play, where
Black’s bishop pair will have little or no
influence on the position. This move, as
well as others, will be looked at in the
next subchapters.

12... Ec8

The main response but not the only
one; only 12... e6 is worth considering,
while the other moves are not so good.

A) 12...a6 13. £xc6 Lxc6 14. d5 £b7
15. c4 This is White’s plan — now with a4
next, Black is already facing problems as
to how to keep the center. 15... e6 16.
Wd2 exd5 17. cxd5 Ee8 18. f3 Ec8 19.
Efd1 Wde 20. £f4 Le5 21. Lxe5
Exe5 22. %\c3 White has a clear ad-
vantage, in Studer, N (2588) — Sorokin,
A (2521) chess.com INT 2020.

B) 12... cxd4 13. cxd4 Ec8 14. Waa
a5 15. d5 5 16. &f4 White is much
better, in Studer, N (2580) — Antipov, M
(2584) chess.com INT 2020.

C) 12... »a513.d5

E W Ed |o
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Position after: 13. d5

C1) 13... c4? A very poor reaction.
Black can’t really relinquish control of
the d4-square before securing some
kind of central play either with e6 or
e5. 14. {Nd4! a6 15. Ra4d b5 16. L2
Wd7 17. h4 e6 18. dxe6 fxe6 19. Wga
E ae8 20. e5! White has a winning at-
tack, in Studer, N (2580) — Anton Gui-
jarro, D (2703) Biel SUI 2020.

c2) 13... Wc7 14. c4 Ead8 15. &f4
Weg 16. Wd2 e5 17. £h6 La6 18.
Lxg7 xg7 19. Lxa6 Wxa6 20. Wc3



Chapter | —7.£.c4 — with | 1.Ecl

f6 21. f4 Here White has a winning po-
sition, in Studer, N (2588) — Zubov, A
(2598) chess.com INT 2020. It is clear
that Black is far from the center, and
such play simply cannot be endorsed
in the Grinfeld.

D2) 13. dxc5 White is using his mo-
mentum to gain a pawn. 13... Nes 14.
f3 [14. Wxd8 E fxd8 15. cxb6 axbé 16.
Lxb6 Edc8 17. a4 Lxe4 18. a5 2d5
19. h3 &\c4 20. £xc4 Lxc4 21. Efel
h5 Again we can see here that Black is
holding in a manner typical of the

Grinfeld, with the bishop pair and
constant pressure on the c3-pawn.]
14... a6 [The alternative may be even
stronger as follows. 14... W¢7 15.

D) 12...e6 Probably best among the op-
tions, and perhaps even the best move
order in this line. Black prevents taking
on c6 followed by the plan of d5.

X W Eé [0
L A2
Al 1 &

L4
A A
A L
A DA A A
EY E@

Position after: 12... e6

D1) Should White transpose to the
main line, Black has an interesting
idea, as follows. 13. Wd2 a6!? Now
White no longer has d5. [13... Zc8 14,
Efd1l This transposes to the main
line.] 14. £xc6 Lxc6 15. f3 Lb5!

X W E& |o
PRI
F 3 4 i
24
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A KA
A GH A A
b= =42

Position after: 15... £b5!

16. Efdl Ec8 This seems okay for
Black.

cxb6 axb6 16. Wh3 L.c¢6 17. c4 Efd8
18. BEfd1 Exd1+ 19. Exd1l £f8 De-
spite being a pawn down Black has
fine play.] 15. £a4 b5 16. £b3 Wc7

X Ed |o
& A2
F A i
Aa A
A
248 24
A D AR
EY Ed

Position after: 16... Wc7

Black is ready to take back the pawn
(on ¢5) but first he develops his
pieces. 17. N\d4 Efdg 18. We2 218
19. f4 4 20. Lxch bxcd 21. c6
Lxc6 22. Wxca Eacg 23. Wxco
Wxco 24. Dxc6 Exco 25. f2 Lc5
26. &xc5 Exc5 27. @e3 Hdc8 28.
©d3 Edg+ 29. ©e3 Edc8 30. d3
Edg+31. ©c2 Eas Although a pawn
down Black has no problems with hav-
ing sufficient counterplay in the rook
endgame, in Korobov, A (2685) — Svid-
ler, P (2701) Struga MKD 2021.
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13. Wd2

The main idea, but we can see some
other ideas as follows.

A) 13. dxc5 bxc5!

A

A &
ED

Position after: 13... bxc5!

14. 2xc5 Wc7 15. 2d4 Efds 16. Wp3
e6 17. Efd1 &e5 Black is doing okay.

B) 13. &xc6 £xc6 14. d5 £d7 15.
Wd2 e6 16. 2\f4 Ee8 17. Efel e5 18.
Nd3 cal

1]
o

b fo- (G-
be

EBY > »iE
DB §>C> e
{053+ o>

A A AA

4
A
=

Position after: 18... c4!

Now of course we can see when c4 is
good. 19. b4 a5 20. A c2 b5 The posi-
tion is balanced, in Fedoseev, V (2686) —
Erdos, V (2586) Biel SUI 2022.

EW Ed |m
A& d2i2i
iA A

24
A &
A &
AL HAAAA
2  EQ

Position after: 13. Wd2

13... cxd4

A) 13... £a5 14. dS e6 15. c4 a6 16.
L.a4 exd5 17. exd5 @xc4 18. Exc4 bs
19. £xb5 axb5 20. £ xc5 Black is not in-
ferior here in any way, in Giri, A (2779)
— Vachier-Lagrave, M (2778) Saint Louis
USA 2019.

B) 13... Wde

B1) 14. Efdl cxd4 15. cxd4 This
transposes to the note in the line
with: 13... cxd4 14. cxd4 Wde.

B2) 14.d5 &e5 15. f4 A critical point.
[15. c4 a6 16. La4 e6 17. Df4 Dxca
18. Exc4 b5 This version is fine for
Black.] 15... g4 16. c4 a6 17. a4 b5
18. £b3 Wb6 Black must be ready to
confront in the center with e6; the po-
sition is unbalanced.

B3) 14. h4 Here White can also opt di-
rectly for play in the center as follows.
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ho b o
[IE > e D
Do
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Position after: 14. h4

14... cxd4 15. cxd4 Wba 16. Wd3
B fds

Position after: 16... £fd8

Now the best for White is as follows.
17.a3![17. Efd1? A mistake, as in the
game Studer, N (2588) — Antipov, M
(2611) chess.com INT 2020; and now
best is the following simple strong tac-
tical idea. 17... Dxd4 18. £xd4 Excl
19. Excl £xd4 Black is better.] 17...
Wde 18. Zfd1 Whg 19. &4 e5 20.
£g5 f6 21. Wh3+ &h8 22. Lxcb
L2xc623.d5 £d7 24. Le3 White has
an edge here; h5 is a threat and the
passer on d5 is strong.

14. cxd4 Wde

This is similar to the previous case, but
here Black has taken on d4 at once.

15. Efd1
White has the following alternatives.

A) 15.e5 Wha 16. Wd3 e6 17. a4 We7
This seems okay for Black.

B) 15. d5!? This is in fact good. 15...
De5 16. Nda

¥ B |m
F3

F i

> o (@

L
i
&

B S IE
oD B bo

A

A AR
E EQ

Position after: 16. £\d4

Black has a few choices here but the so-
lutions are not easy. 16...e6 [16... a6 17.
Le2b518. 2h6 &xh619. Wxhe Excl
20. Excl e621. Ec3!

Eg |m
L i 4
i Wi iYW
i 24
AR
b=
A LAAA
D

Position after: 21. E ¢3!

21... Ed8 22. Eh3 exd5 23. Wxh7+
&f8 This can become dangerous for
Black. Although the engines are giving
0.0, I am not convinced.] 17. dxe6 fxe6
18. f3 Excl 19. Exc1 Ed8 20. Hb3
g 21. We2 We7 There may be some
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advantage for White here because the
bishop on b7 seems a little passive and
the structure doesn’t work well for it.

15... Wpa 16. Wd3 e6 17. ha

S @

Position after: 17. h4

17... Ed8

Black has prevented any White at-
tempts at d5 and thus increases pres-
sure on d4.

Perhaps Black should consider prevent-
ing any h5 attempts while there is still
time. 17... h51? 18. a3 We7 19. g5
af6

X Ee |0
F - W &
AA 4121
& 24
& A &
A 1
DA A
ZE @

Position after: 19... £f6

20. Wg3 [20. f4 Lxg5 21. hxg5 £as 22.
D2 Bxcl 23. Excl Ea8 24. De3 a6
25. &c4 Dxca+ 26. Exca Ecg 27.
Exc8+ Lxc8 28. W3 Wd7 The posi-
tion is balanced.] 20... £xg5 21. hxg5
Efd8 22. d5 exd5 23. exd5 Pe5 24.
Exc8 £xc8 25. Y\c3 a6 26. Le2 Lg4

18. 285
A critical response.

18. a3 We7 19. £g5 216 20. We3 h6
21. £2xh6 Dxd4 22. Exc8 PDxe2+ 23.
Lxe2 £xc8 24. h5 Exdl+ 25. &xd1
Wdg 26. £c2 Wc7 Black is fine here, in
Giri, A (2764) — Nepomniachtchi, |
(2784) chess24.com INT 2020.

18... P\xd4 19. 2xd8

EQL @ =
i S PRI Y
i i i
2
W aa A
&
A DA A
HE @

Position after: 19. 2xd8
19... Exd8

This game has been extensively ana-
lyzed and it seems that White has better
chances overall, in Ding Liren (2806) —
Rapport, R (2764) Madrid ESP 2022.
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b) 12.2b5 Zc2 13.%Wd2 e6

1. d4 &6 2. c4 g6 3. H\c3 d5 4. cxd5
&\xd5 5. ed4 Dxc3 6. bxe3 287 7. £.c4
c5 8. Ne2 9c6 9. Le3 0-0 10. 0-0 b6
11. Ec1 2b7 12. £b5 Ec8 13. Wd2
eb

EW E& [0
F ] d2i
AA i i
L4

A A

A 2
A YDA A A
= EQD

Position after: 13... e6

As part of the plan, Black stops any d5
ideas for now and prepares to develop
play along the c-file.

14. Zfd1 cxd4 15. cxd4

EW Ed& |
F ] d24i
i i 1
£

A &
]
A TN AR
2 @

Position after: 15. cxd4

&ab

This is one of the possible ideas — Black
is ready to play along the c-file and also
at the same time attack the pawn on e4.

A) 15... a6 The critical line is as follows.
16. £xc6 Exc6 17. Exc6 Lxc6 18.
23 b5 19. d5

W Ed |-
181
N N AR
A A
A
AN
Al B BB
E &

Position after: 19. d5

19... £b7 20. £d4 White has easier
play.

B) 15... Wd6

X
F -
A AW 4
&

) 4
id24
F

A &
&
A0 BHA AR
EE @

Position after: 15... Wd6

B1) 16. &f4 Wa3 17. d5 exd5 18.
exd5 Pe5 19. £¢6 This position was
tested in a recent game, lvic — Sin-
darov, Wijk An Zee 2023. Black did not
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react as | suggested here and ended
up quickly in a bad position. 19... £a6

T
i 184
Yyl i
A &
i<l
Wy
Al EHA AR
EE @

Position after: 19... £a6

20. Dd4 [20. Lxe5 2xe5 21. &\c3
Wd6 22. g3 Lxc3 23. Wxc3 Ec7 Play
is equal.] 20... DNca 21. Wel N\b2 The
game is complicated, for example as
follows. 22. Nc2 W3 23. b4 Wa3
24. Dxab Dxd1 25. Wxd1 Wxa6 26.
a4 Efd8 Black is not worse here.

B2) 16. d5 exd5 17. Wxds Wxds 18.
exd5 De5 19. d6 Excl 20. Excl
Hcg 21. Ed1 Edg 22. h3 L6 23.
Nc3 2d7 24. Le2 Nf3+

E @ |0
i L 24214
A A F
N L8 A
A 24 A4
E @

Position after: 24... D\f3+

25. &xf3 Lxc3 26. Lf4 b4 The
game is equal. Black has managed to
stop the d-pawn and there are no en-
try points for White.

B3) 16. h4 This alternative is possible.

E E@& |
i A8
AAWi i

&
L
o}
Al BHA A
EEN ©

Position after: 16. h4

B3.1) 16... Wba 17. Wd3 Efd8 18.
=%gS This transposes to the game
Ding — Rapport given above.

B3.2) 16... Efd8 Centralizing first.
17. 285 De7 18. We3

EE & |
42 Assa
i Wi a
£ £

B:l B

g
A DA &
EE &

Position after: 18. We3

18... h6 [18... Exc1 19. Excl Zc8
20. Exc8+ Dxc8 21. h5 Wha 22.
£d3 White preserves some initia-
tive.] 19. £xh6 [19. 2.4 Excl 20.
Excl Wha 21. a4 Ec822. Ed1 h5
The game is unbalanced.] 19...
2xh6 20. Wxhe Lxed 21. Exc8
Exc8 22. Ng3 Wds5 23. a6 Ec2
24. Dxed Wxed 25. 2d3 Wcee 26.
d5 Dxd5 27. £xc2 Wxc2 28. Ec1
Giri, A (2764) — Preotu, R (2487)
chess.com INT 2020



