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Intro

Drasko!

wo years ago, when we agreed with Thinkers Publishing House on a series

of books under the title "Forgotten Genius”, my first two book heroes were
immediately decided. The book about Albin Planinc, my Slovenian compatriot,
opened the series, which we are now continuing with this book about the Serbian
Grandmaster, Drasko Velimirovic, the famous "Gazda (Boss)”, a hero who in one
way or another shaped the chess career and destiny of all chess players who grew
up in the spaces of the former Yugoslavia.

Of course, there is much more to tell about Velimirovic and his career. The
”"Boss” was respected in the wider world, as you will see in the book, in many
places and at many times much more than at home, where beams were thrown
under his feet and many obstacles were placed on his way to the top. Serious,
principled, honest to the extreme with himself and with others, he endured all
this, got angry, jumped, leaped, swallowed the injustices that often left him far
behind, returned, rose like a phoenix and climbed again and again to the top,
upsetting to the extreme those responsible, especially those who did not like him.

But no one could take away Drasko's career. His games, his tournament vic-
tories, his theoretical innovations. His coaching work and many Grandmasters,
some of whom admit to being his direct successors. They are, or rather, they wish
they were. And his stories, anecdotes, another part of Drasko's chess history that
should not be ignored under any circumstances.

Drasko also had a certain influence on me, at that time a young promising mas-
ter from the chess province of Slovenia. How I devoured the variants of his at-
tack, how I delighted in the glorious victories and sacrifices on the white squares
in the center! I called him ”"Mr. f5”, and that's what we called him in my chess club,
ZSK Maribor. The reason is not hard to guess: Drasko's knight sacrifices on the
f5-square were legendary and remain so to this day. Growing up playing chess,
I quickly realized that Drasko was much more than just "Velimirovic's attack”.
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His contribution to the King's Indian,
Benoni, Dragon Sicilian and many oth-
er openings is immeasurable. In many
openings he rewrote the theory — often
he even started writing it.

When I got to know Drasko per-
sonally over the years, there was a
gap between us. In terms of genera-
tion - Drasko belonged to at least two
generations of older chess players; in
terms of quality - I would never have
dared to think that I could be his equal,
even though we both held the same
Grandmaster title. But you know, dear
readers, how it is. There are grandmas- Georg Mohr
ters and Grandmasters, and Drasko un-
doubtedly belonged to the group of those who are written large, with a capital
initial.

But enough of that. Years have passed, almost a decade since Drasko's death. I
have been wondering why no one has written a book about such a giant. I guess
we will not just forget him? Deep inside I had long had the desire to write such a
book, and when we came to an agreement with Thinkers Publishing House, I was
very, very happy and even more grateful for the opportunity that presented itself.

I did not know my co-author — Drasko's daughter, Ana - at that time. When
I somehow found her and asked her if she had anything in Drasko's estate that
I could use in the book, I was shocked and stood there with my mouth open.
Ana not only had a wonderful collection of photos, cartoons, and other wonderful
materials, but also kept a collection of Drasko's games in the drawer. The "Boss”
commented on most of them himself, explained this and that in many places,
showed us how his attack was born, how the ideas developed in many variations.
He described to us, as if in passing, many adventures explaining some postiopec,
some event that so readily shows the cruel history in its own light and through
the eyes of those who write it.

The decision was simple: I asked Ana if she wanted to write the book with
me. She gladly agreed and told me that the book about her father is also her
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long-cherished wish, a kind of debt to Drasko, who left her such beautiful mem-
ories. Our wonderful journey together began, with the final result that you are
reading now. Today, I know that without Ana's help this book would not have ex-
isted. Or rather, if I had decided to write it, it would have been only a pale imita-
tion of it. So once again, thank you, dear Ana!

I sincerely hope that you, dear readers, will enjoy the wonderful masterpieces
you will find in this book. In addition to the authors, some of Drasko’s contem-
poraries were also involved in the writing, and they immediately responded with
pride and love to the request to keep the memory of the Serbian genius alive. I
would like to thank all those who participated in this project. To the Grandmasters
who wrote down their own memories of Drasko, which you will find in this book
in special "boxes”. To the contemporaries, friends, and comrades-in-arms of
”Boss” who remember this or that anecdote, this or that event, this or that mem-
ory. I sincerely hope that this book will ensure that we do not forget the Serbian
chess autodidact, one of the greatest chess players, theoreticians and coaches the
world has ever known.

Almost last, but not least, I would like to thank the contributors (you will find
their names in the colophon) who have invested too many hours of their free time
in this project. And finally, although perhaps they should be at the top, the mem-
bers of my family who have so patiently endured my escapes to the great chess
masters of the world.

Georg Mohr, Maribor, July 2023
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My father

or years Drasko selected the games

with which he wanted to show his
development as a chess player in a ca-
reer that lasted more than sixty years.
He collected 316 games, the first from
the Youth Championship of Yugoslavia
in Radovljica in 1958 and the last from
2010. In his material, besides chess
comments, he went into the reasons
and history of some moves, but also
explained various circumstances and
obstacles he encountered on his way.
Unfortunately, he never got around to .
publishing this material. Ana Velimirovic - Zorica

In March 2021, Grandmaster Mohr contacted me because he wanted to write
a book about Drasko. I liked this idea very much, and since I myself had written
the above-mentioned material of Drasko, we came up with the idea of writing a
book together, which will be a mixture of the way Mr. Mohr saw Drasko as a chess
player and as a human being, my memories of Drasko, and parts from Drasko's
unpublished material. Mr. Mohr is responsible for the selection of games and the
chess part, and some of the selected games come from my father's archives, where
his comments were published in whole or in part. In the texts of the book we have
combined my memories of my father's stories, old newspaper archives with his
interviews, my mother's story, stories of colleagues and friends of Drasko, radio
and TV programmes where he was a guest, statements of chess players about him
and data from the material for his book, which was never published.

Drasko lived from chess, but also for chess. I remember that it happened that
he woke up in the middle of the night and got up to write down an idea, then went
back to sleep, and later analyzed this idea for days afterwards. He was very fond
of chess, but he was equally fond of me and my mother. He was always gentle and
full of love for us, and he only showed aggression when he was sitting in front of
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the chessboard, never outside of it. He was honest, principled, and courageous;
he didn't fit the mold, and therefore he wasn't always understood. He left a strong
impression in everything he did, and we miss him greatly. This book is my way
of thanking him for his years of love and support. He was a great support for me.

Drasko not only made a great contribution to Yugoslav and world chess, but he
was also a very witty man who liked to make jokes, both at his own expense and
at the expense of others, and he was also widely known for his humorous stories
and pranks. All who knew Drasko agreed that the book about him would be very
incomplete if at least some of his anecdotes and funny stories weren't published
in it. He was known for entertaining the players (and other guests) at various
tournaments with stories, in the evenings, when the day's games were over and
the tension had died down a bit. It was funniest at the team competitions, where
a large number of players, and therefore listeners, would gather in the evening.
People were laughing, Drasko was talking, jumping, gesticulating, imitating the
heroes of this and that story. Even foreigners listened to him, even if they didn't
understand the Serbian language!

But beware, Drasko never told any of his stories twice in the same way, each
new version was slightly different. The real goal was always the same: to enter-
tain the listeners. In the end, only those who were directly involved in the story
knew what really happened in those stories and which version was complete or
the most accurate.

In time, Drasko became famous for his stories. When he was invited for inter-
views in his old age, especially on radio or television, he was always asked to tell
an anecdote. He gladly accepted, and so his stories travelled all over the country.

Drasko usually told stories, but listened less. The reason for this is probably
obvious: he had problems with his hearing, which made it difficult for him to
participate in dialogues. Thus, storytelling remained his way of not remaining
isolated in society.

These stories remained in the memory of his colleagues and friends, and
Grandmasters Slavisa Brenjo and Aleksandar Kovacevic helped us remember
some of them. In addition to anecdotes, they also shared other memories of
Drasko with me, for which I am especially grateful.
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I would also like to thank Drasko's other students who remembered how
they hung out and worked with Drasko (Sanja Vuksanovic, Goran Kosanovic,
Aleksandar Indic), as well as everyone who was involved in our little project in
any way... I also owe special thanks to Vladica Andrejic, FIDE master and profes-
sor at the Faculty of Mathematics in Belgrade, editor of the site "Perpetual Chess”
(http://www.perpetualcheck.com/), who helped me a lot with various chess data.

Finally, I would like to thank my mother Mirjana, who helped me with her
memories, and my husband Bojan, who gave me immeasurable help and support
in writing the book.

Working with Mr. Mohr was a wonderful experience that I will remember all
my life. I owe him a great debt of gratitude for helping me revive and share my
father's memories.

Ana Velimirovic-Zorica, June 2023






Birth, war, family

Dragoljub Drasko Velimirovic was born on May 12, 1942, amidst the turmoil
of war in the small village of Mionica near the Serbian town of Valjevo. He
had a difficult childhood, partly because
of the war and partly because he was
without a father as a young child.

Filip Velimirovic, Drasko's father, is
a descendant of the famous Serbian
Velimirovic family. His uncle was Nikolaj
Velimirovic, bishop of Ohrid and Zicki,
theologian and nationalist ideologue.
Nikolaj was a very educated man who
studied theology and received his doctor-
atein Bern, studied philosophy in Oxford,
and graduated from the Sorbonne in
Paris. During the war, the Nazis arrested
him, first imprisoning him in monaster- Little Drasko, 1943.
ies and finally taking him to the Dachau
camp. Inlate 1944, he was pardoned and released. Nikolay returned to Yugoslavia,
where he found no common language with the new communist government and
eventually fled to the United States. The Serbian Orthodox Church did not begin
to recognize Nikolay‘s work until decades later, canonizing him in 2003. Since
then, he has been celebrated as Bishop Nikolaj Zicke the Saint. Coincidentally,
Drasko was among the last living male heirs of Nikolaj in the entire Velimirovic
family. A coincidence that would haunt Drasko's life for many years to come.

Filip Velimirovic did not have much to do with the Church. He came from a
respectable bourgeois family and. He trained as a surveyor in Zagreb, loved foot-
ball, and also played for the Zagreb football club Gradjanski, with whom he won
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the title of national champion. A love that, with his genes, he will also pass on to
his son - until the age of ten, Drasko only saw one football... When he returned to
Serbia, it quickly became clear where his family came from. At first he was trans-
ferred to work in Mionica, but shortly after the war began he was arrested by the
Gestapo and taken to the Mauthausen camp, where he was executed in early 1943.

A few years earlier, in the late 1930s, Filip met Jovanka Petrovic, a young, aspir-
ing lawyer and excellent chess player, won her heart, married her and moved with
her to Mionica. But Jovanka was left alone with the child a month after the birth
of her son.

Jovanka Velimirovic did not have such a famous family background, but chess
blood flowed through her veins. She played excellent chess and was one of the best
Yugoslav chess players of the pre-war period - at the 1939 National Championship
in Zagreb she shared first place with Lidija Timofejeva. The two drew and won all
their remaining games! Jovanka was the best in the country, but not the cham-
pion in her family! Her brother Vojislav Petrovic was a participant in the first
Yugoslav Championship in 1935 in Belgrade (won by Vasja Pirc), and Petrovic's
game against Ozren Nedeljkovic won the second prize for beauty! No wonder -
Vojislav was a relentless attacker and looked for a checkmate in practically every
position. Later, Jovanka also played chess in the same way. Drasko Velimirovic
undoubtedly inherited his chess genes from his mother‘s side of the family!

Petrovic : Nedeljkovic
Belgrade 1935

Ozren Nedeljkovic (1903-1984) was a  1950s he slowly ended his career and
Serbian master, one of the strongest moved into chess journalism, closely
chess players in the pre-war Kingdom  following Drasko's career.

of Yugoslavia. He achieved some good

results in the national championships, E % / \Q //@ > .
- - - i Aasii
which also secured him a place inthe ~  |® & 77 &= -
Olympic team at the 3" (unofficial / 4 *m 'y
ymp > ) % / K
Chess Olympiad in Munich in 1936. _ w0 %// g
There he played excellent chess and A - 4% %% _
won the gold medal on the second re- % / 7 . @ 0 )
oo . 2y : /@/ &Y
serve board. Nedeljkovic continued to 7 é/ ////// -
play chess after the war, but in thelate L= 5 ﬁm 4 &
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Black's idea is clear: after ...hg6 the h-
file remains open for a rook. But White
was ready:

14.g4! Nga 15.9 17!

A combination that breaks the fortifi-
cations around the black king. Precise
calculation followed:

15...Wc7
Or 15..22f7 16. We6 f8 17. Wg4+-

16.We6 \df6
Or 16..2b4 17.9)7g5 9df6 18.2f4 We7
19.a3!

17.207e5 $es 18.20e5 Ees
A last  desperate
complications.

attempt  at

19.des £bsg

%x/@%;%
5 By

?é//% .
/@

/////////////

//////////////////

20.ef6! Le1 21.214! 212 22.c5h1 Wiy
23.fg7 g8 24.Wf7 Hf7 25.8f1 2b6
26.2h61:0.

The game of chess also cost Vojislav
Petrovic his life. During during World
War II he was among the Partisans?,
which the Germans knew. When the
Belgrade chess players organized two
tournaments at the end of 1943, the fa-
natical chess lover Vojislav also signed
up to participate. The Germans waited
for the tournament to end, came to the
closing ceremony, arrested Vojislav,
and shot him the following year.
According to later research, he was
the last victim of the Nazi authorities
among the chessplayers of Belgrade!

Shortly after the war began, Jovanka
went underground. She was trained
as a lawyer, but did not want to work
in an occupied country. She secretly
helped the partisans and defeated
poverty with her son on her arm. After
liberation, she immediately joined
various humanitarian organizations
and helped rebuild the country from
morning to night. Since there was no
one to take care of Drasko, she placed
him in the care of various orphan-
ages. Drasko spent some time in one
such home in Apatin, but when an al-
lied plane accidentally crashed into
the home, the surviving children were
quickly taken to neighboring Coka.
Jovanka returned to her profession
as a lawyer in 1947 when the State

1 "Partizans" refers to partisan fighters, particularly those associated with the communist resistance
movement during World War II in Yugoslavia. Partisans were guerrilla forces led by the Yugoslav
Communist Party under the leadership of Josip Broz Tito. They fought against Axis occupation forc-
es and collaborated with Allies to liberate Yugoslavia. The term "Partizani" is commonly associated
with the anti-fascist resistance movement and the struggle for Yugoslav liberation during the war.
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authorities sent her to Sarajevo. Soon
after, she took Drasko back. At last
they lived together as mother and son,
although they still had to endure dif-
ficult trials for several years.

Jovanka was constantly transferred
from job to job, from city to city.
The communist authorities quick-
ly learned of her connection to the
Velimirovic family. They did not trust
her; in the persecution that prevailed
in those years, she was interrogated
often and quite cruelly. Drasko re-
called that time as follows:

“The OZNA (State Security Service) inter-
rogated my mother frequently until the
mid-1950s. As a rule, they took her to the
police station, where they interrogated her
all night and demanded that she confess
to having had contacts with Nikolai or his
like-minded people. I was on my own in
those moments; I was not even ten years
old and did not understand anything. In
addition, my mother hid the truth about
my family connection to Nikolai from me
for a long time; she wanted to protect me at
all costs. As a precaution, she did not call
me Dragoljub, but Drasko - Dragoljub was
the name of the Chetnik® leader Dragoljub
,Draza‘ Mihajlovic, and as such completely
inappropriate. Why Drasko? Because the
name Drasko is not known in Serbia, but
it is a popular Montenegrin name. That's
why I was so excited: in 1952, a comic

Jovanka and Drasko, 1943.

strip appeared in Politika Zabavnik en-
titled “Experiences of little Rasko, a chess
lover,” drawn by the wonderful Milorad
Dobric. And Rasko rhymed with Drasko...
The name Drasko stayed with me for the
rest of my life, and I am also known in the
wider chess world as Drasko Velimirovic.”

Jovanka and Drasko eventually set-
tled in Bosnia and Herzegovina, in the
town of Doboj. Drasko, who had al-
ready changed schools several times,
finally found his surroundings, his
football team, his peace. At home, he
was often alone, as his mother worked
all the time:

“I had no toys, but in an old closet I found
a chess set, and the black and white pieces

2 "Cetnics", a term used to describe various Serbian nationalist and royalist paramilitary groups
that have existed throughout different periods of history. The term originally emerged during
World War I1, when Chetnik forces fought against Axis occupation forces and communist Partisans

in Yugoslavia.
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became my toys, my friends in my lonely
hours. I did not know the rules of the game
yet, but I soon asked my mother to explain
them to me. A new world opened up to me
that I never left.”

Jovanka did not give up chess. In
the post-war years she regularly par-
ticipated in national championships
and achieved excellent results. She
was considered the third best chess
player in the country, after the legend-
ary Verica Nedeljkovic and Milunka
Lazarevic, who were also among the
best in the world. Jovanka played ag-
gressive chess, sharp positions, she
liked to combine very much and very
rarely played draws. She later trans-
ferred this style of play to her son
- Drasko was a perfect male copy of
his mother and he never managed to
“shake oft” her teachings.

=

Jovanka also took her son to the
championships. Drasko followed the
games with great interest and social-
ized with friendly aunts who were
happy to show him a game or explain
a move.

In 1953, the organizers of the wom-
en's Championship in Opatija also
held a strong men's tournament.
There Drasko saw the Grandmasters
of the royal game for the first time. He
collected autographs and dreamed of
one day participating in a big tourna-
ment himself. But learning was diffi-
cult, there was no literature, and his
mother did not have much time. The
only book, the famous Andric‘s Chess
- the game of millions, was for some
time his only window into the world
of chess. Nevertheless, he was making
progress.

=

Memories of Viktor Zaljevski

I met Engineer Zaljevski in 1954 in
Doboj when my mother and I moved
into a one-room apartment and the
Zaljevskis (father, mother and two
young sons) were already living there.
Like my mother, father Viktor Zaljevski
was obsessed with chess. At first they
played every evening with my mother,
while later I had the honor of challeng-
ing Viktor myself. I called him Ing, and
soon all of Doboj called him that.

Anyway, I got my first systematic
chess knowledge from Ingo. We played
hundreds of games, in which I learned
the basics of many openings that Ing
knew very well. I played these open-
ings for many years! I also learned
endgames from Ing. I remember one
night when we fought a rook against a
knight, without pawns. It was impos-
sible to convince me that it was a draw,
and Ingjumped back and forth with his
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“You're really stupid, I guess it's better that I lose the duel than Katarina!”

knight tirelessly all night long. Before
morning I woke up my motherandina
panic asked her to help me. “It‘s a draw,
let me sleep!” she grumbled...

I diligently wrote down Ingo's les-
sons, there were six big volumes, but
later, to my great regret, I lost them
somewhere.

But Ing knew no mercy for me in the
matches. He was an excellent chess
player, one of the best, if not the bestin
Doboj, in those years the second chess
city in BiH (after Sarajevo). Many later
masters came from here, and the club
was also very active, mainly due to
Ing's great enthusiasm. Ing was offi-
cially transferred to Kragujevac in 1957

and I never saw
him again. But I
still remember very
well the event from
1955. At that time,
I was selected and
invited to Belgrade
to play a friendly
match with the
pioneering star of
that time, Katarina
Jovanovic (later a
famous grandmas-
ter). When we were
invited to Radio
Belgrade after the
match (I lost 1.5 :
2.5), they asked me about my great-
est chess success. “Oh, that's easy,” 1
answered quickly. “A few days ago, I fi-
nally managed to draw with Ing, engineer
Viktor Zaljevski!”

My response elicited bursts of laugh-
ter. Nobody knew who I was talking
about. And I can only hope that your
book will right this wrong!

Drasko Velimirovic for the book Chess
on Cetinje (Vesko Pejovic, 1996)

After the defeat in the match with
Katarina Jovanovic, Drasko's friends
made fun of him, saying how he could
lose to a girl. “You‘re really stupid, I
guess it‘s better that I lose the duel than
Katarina!”
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From that time Drasko remembers

two simultaneous displays, where he
played against famous representa-
tives Borislav Ivkov and Alexander
Matanovic. He lost both games,
however.
“Ivkov praised me after the game, encour-
aged me and advised me to study hard.
That was the beginning of a wonderful
friendship - Bora and I have remained
friends decades after that first simultane-
ous. Quite differently, Matanovic replied
haughtily. “Tell me, Jovanka, does your boy
train anything else besides chess?” he asked
his mother after the game. “He trains, yes,
he likes soccer.” “Then he should stay right
there, because he has no ear for chess,” the
famous Grandmaster concluded the
conversation.

It probably goes without saying that
Drasko and Matanovic never got along
very well. Their relationship did not
start well and more or less stayed that
way.

Drasko made his first official ap-
pearance in 1956, when he partici-
pated in the youth Championship of
Bosnia and Herzegovina. The first
significant successes came two years
later, when he first became Bosnian
youth champion and later champion
of Doboj, crowning the year with a vic-
tory in the semi-finals of the Bosnian
Championship.

In 1958, he and Jovanka moved to
Serbia, and finally in 1960 to Belgrade.






1958 - 1960

Drasko introduces himself

rasko started playing chess relatively late, so he had not yet fully developed

his potential in youth competitions. Nevertheless, he won the republic youth
championships with ease and made it to the national (Yugoslav) youth champi-
onship three times, where he gradually improved his results. In 1958 in Radovljica
he was not yet at the top, but he directly influenced the fight for first place and for
the first time presented himself in his characteristic attacking form. In 1959 he
finished third in Bled and a year later second in Pristina. In all three national
championships in which Drasko participated, first place was taken by the then
outstanding Bruno Parma, who also became the World Youth Champion in 1961.
Otherwise, too, the competition at these championships was excellent and full of
future grandmasters: let us just mention the best Croatian juniors, Vlado
Kovacevic and Ivan Nemet.
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Even as a young man, Drasko crystallized his recognizable style of play: a maxi-
mally active and aggressive approach, a selection of very sharp variations, and
an uncompromising fight to the end, regardless of the opponent's name. Like
a magnet, he was attracted to the white squares in the center and on the wings:
ds, f5, e6, bs, {7, g6, h7, on which he was to sacrifice countless pieces later in his
career, and on similar sacrifices he also built the theory of variations later named
after him.

For the first time, Drasko, seemingly out of necessity and unprompted, hit {5
as a 16-year-old boy.

Velimirovic : Radonjic
Radovljica 1958

The position in the diagram is quite
simple, classical even. White is sys-
tematically fighting for the white
squares and after 20.ds &ds 21.eds,
or first 20.g5 and ©£ds on the next
move, White has a clear advantage.
But young Drasko was not interested
in such positional battles. Even then,
his interest was primarily aimed at the
opponent's king...

20.2f5!?
A risky move, which of course nulli-
fies White's advantage if Black plays
correctly.

20..f62

Black gets scared and prefers to play
without the black-squared bishop
rather than accept complications,
which in a way is already a surrender,.
20...gf5 would have been better when
White is faced with a difficult choice.
After 21.efs, Black defends with an
awkward 21...e4! while taking advan-
tage of a possible pin on the e-file.
For example: 22.2e4 Rds! Better is
22.8f4 ef3 23.2c7 £ds 24.2a5 fg2,
with great complications when the
computer leads most variations to a
draw!

In his commentary, Velimirovic re-
vealed that he would have chosen
21.gf5 and after 21...2c8 22.f6. Now
he saw correctly that after 22...2f8 a
fearsome attack follows.

However, the computer warns us
about 22...Ze6!? and after 23.fg7 Eg6
24.b3, when White dominates the
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black squares, since his bishop has no
opponent.

Now everything was quite simple:

21.5g7 2g7 22.g5!
The black-squared bishop enters the
game.

22..2f8 23.gf6 Ef6 24.2h6 0f7 25.Wg3
g8

X e

/////////////
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Already at the age of 16, Drasko showed
that he would be a great striker. The
sudden shift of play to the other wing
is a characteristic move that great
strikers master to perfection!

26.a24! bag

In his analysis (from 1958!) Velimirovic
showed how he would continue af-
ter 26...2e8: 27.abs abs 28.%d3 (Also
possible is 28.2as Was 29.Wes Ef7
30.%Wcs (There is nothing else at-
tractive. 30.£b3 was advocated by
the young hot-blooded attacker:
30...%b6 31.2ds5 c4! (But this was ig-
nored by Velimirovic, who only wanted the
attractive 31...Wcy 32.We6! He6 33. 266
Wes 34.2d1l) After 31...c4 White has

enough compensation for the pawn,
but no more.) 30...Wa7 31.%Wd4 or
31.2e3 and White is better.)

26...b4 27.cb4 cb4 28.Bac1 £c4 is
also bad!l? 29.2d1 Ec6 30.2g4/+
(Velimirovic)

27.2a4 £b328.2b3 2b3 29.%d3

Bad black squares, bad white squares,
dominance of open and half-open
files. It was only a matter of time be-
fore Black‘s position collapsed.

29...Wf730.2d1

Black is practically stalemated (the
threat is 31.%d8!), so he decided to
shorten his suffering. The game in
which young Drasko made his first se-
rious appearance! 1:0.

Despite everything, his worst rival in
his youthful years was the Slovenian,
Parma. Although they got on well and
amicably, their games were always
dramatic, uncompromising and tense
to the last moves. It was especially
dramatic in 1958, when they met in
the last round and Parma needed a
draw to win the title. Drasko com-
pletely outplayed him, and then, real-
izing that a win would take first place
away from him, he offered a draw in a
completely won position! “Let us face it,
he deserved it!”

The Slovenian gratefully accept-
ed the gift, but for the next two
years he was the one who prevented
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Drasko from getting on the inter-
national stage (Parma also won the
Championship in 1959 and 1960, when

Drasko finished just below the top

both times).

Velimirovic : Parma
Radovljica 1958

Bruno Parma (b. 1942) is a great name
in Slovenian and Yugoslav chess. He
was a peer of Drasko, only a few months
older than him, and always one of his
fiercest competitors. Admittedly, not
in the 1960s, when Parma entered the
big chess scene by winning the junior
world title and quickly winning the
grandmaster title, rising to the nation-
al team and winning no less than six
(1) Olympic medals with it. But in the
1970s, when Drasko finally overcame
his obstacles and made his way to the
best, and Parma's power slowly began
to wane. The two future grandmasters
had great respect for each other even
as teenagers, and it remained that
way in the decades that followed, until
Drasko's death.

% f@@%

§
»\
v

14...ds!?
All or nothing! Both opponents wanted

to win with all their might. No won-
der, since they were only 16 years old.
Parma, already a star of the Slovenian
chess scene and one of the favorites
for the Championship, probably did
not even know Drasko, the representa-
tive of the “chess province” Bosnia and
Herzegovina, let alone consider him a
serious opponent...

15.eds5 ed4 16.%\c4 bc4 17. W d4 2ba
After 17...£ds the game would be bal-
anced. If the young Slovenian had
known what was coming, he certainly
would not have challenged Drasko
tactically!

? /// &/{// %/// _
%/ . 8 A

///////////////////

18.2b1! 2 e119.2b7

White has sacrificed an exchange, and
in turn all his pieces are positioned of-
fensively and aimed at the black king.
Soon there will be a storm:
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19...Ze8

“‘After 19...£a5 20.2g5 White
would attack similarly to the game.”
(Velimirovic)
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20.d6!

“Worse is 20.2g5? Wds! 21.2f6 Wby
22.Wga 212 23.%h1 g6 24. Wgs, when
Black is saved by 24...%c6! and White
can not build a checkmate attack.”
(Velimirovic)

20...%c8 21.2.g5?

Maximum risk! We can imagine why
given the situation: Drasko is no longer
in the fight for the top spots, whereas
Parma needs a draw to win the title.
After 21.52c7 We6 22.8c4 White would
have more than enough compensation
for the exchange.

21...%Wb7
Black takes what White offers.

Drasko noted 21...Ze2 22.Ec7 Weé6
23.0e1 as worse. For example:
23...Be1 24.&h2 Zad8 25.2f6 Wfe
26.Wf6 gf6 27.d7 &f8 28.2h7 Hez,
with an equal game, according to en-
gine analysis.

22.2f6

% /%, /%@%/8

22...gf6?

A catastrophic mistake that could have
cost Parma the title! Drasko believed
that it was lost in all variations and
stated in his analysis:

22..%Wc6 23.Whg 2f2 24.%f2 Wbe
25.2d4, or

22...He6 23.£h7 &h7 (23...%18 24.2.g7
be825. 215 2b426. 2 e6fe627. W6 £d6
28.We6 We7 (28...2e7 29.5e5) 29.Wg8
&d7 30 .Wa8 Wg7 31.Wb7 £.c7 32.Wds
£d6 33.0d4) 24.Whg g6 (24...5¢g8
25.90g5) 25.Wgs ©h7 26. Wg7#.

The ruthless computer disagrees.
After 22...He6 23.2h7 &h7 24.Wh4
&g8 25.9g5 Black defends with the
simple 25...2f2! but also has the de-
fense of 22...Ee2, with a direct attack
on f2, when 23.£h7 &h8! and Black
is better off. For example: 24.¢f1
&1z 25.Wgy gf6 26.2f5 Eg8! 27. Wiy
Bg7 28.¢e2 Wbz and Black is already
attacking!

After 22...gf6 Black is lost, which
Drasko saw and demonstrated con-
vincingly in his analysis. At this point,



