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FOREWORD

Dear Readers

What you are holding in your hands is the natural follow up of Volume 1 where
some “lesser” openings after 1.d4 ds 2.c4 were examined, as well as a couple of
less popular variations of the Queen’s Gambit Accepted. This second Volume
comprises all of the established main lines of the QGA after our recommended
3.e4 with the intention of giving you a full picture of this topical opening while
helping you build a repertoire based on aggressive ideas.

Objectively speaking, it is very hard for White to find an advantage in the event
of the absolute main lines 3..2)f6 and 3...es, but we believe we have done our
duty. We scrutinized multiple interesting variations with the help of engines
while applying our human understanding to select those lines that would be the
most unpleasant for Black.

Additionally, we tried to provide you with as many alternatives as possible so
as not to become “victims” of a narrow repertoire. In the end a chess game may
be a draw, but an author’s duty is to provide you with several ideas with which
you may confront your opponent to deprive him of that very draw. We believe
our work has achieved this goal.

We are going to stress the view that you should not strive to remember all the
material included as that is impractical. What we suggest you do is memorize the
recurring patterns and try to understand why they appear so often. Addition-
ally, try to spot the differences between similar patterns as that is the essence of
good theoretical knowledge which will enhance your arsenal. This knowledge
is a “must” if you want to master classical play after 1.d4.

We wish you a creative study in the QGA as White as it is the most natural re-
action after 1.d4 ds 2.c4. If you work hard superior results will follow and the
saying “tough training, easy game” will be vindicated.

But please remember that the strategy “you win some, you draw some” should
definitely be part of your “modus operandi” in this opening as we are talking
about one of the best systems against 1.d4 and one that has been throughly stud-



ied by multiple generations of chessplayers. This classical system will never be
refuted no matter the number of books that are written. That is why we take the
approach of winning while understanding that we will also have draws.

GM Vassilios Kotronias
GM Mikhail Ivanov



CHAPTER1

QGA 3.e4 H\f6
WITH 5...2)¢c6

1.d4 d5 2.c4 dxc4 3.e4 N fé
L AGNC3 . 10
2.4e50d55. 2xc4d Nc66.2e2 ..., 21
3.4.e590d55. & xcd Ncb 6.3 with9a3............ 32

4. 4.e59d5 5. & xcd Db 6.Dc3 with90-0....... .. 46
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{40} 1. 4.22¢3

1.d4 d5 2.c4 dxc4 3.e4 2f6
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According to a majority of theoreti-
cians this is the main line of the 3.e4
QGA variation, and not without good
reason.

The knight develops to a natural
square gaining a tempo by attack-
ing the e4-pawn. In addition, the
knight’s entrance to the game tempts
this pawn forward, hoping to estab-
lish control over the ds-square.

As we are about to witness the fight
is very rich in both positional and
attacking content which makes this
choice more attractive in our opin-
ion. Needless to say, several powerful
theoreticians like Avrukh, Delchev,
Semkov (to mention but a few) have
made huge contributions to the cause
of both sides here, but we think we
managed to cope successfully with
the arduous task of discovering new
paths or enriching further the older
ones. Hopefully, our findings will

provide supporters of White’s cause
with fresh new choices in their quest
for an advantage and at the same time
reveal to both sides the key opening
features in the best possible way.

4.%\c3
This alternative to 4.e5 (covered in the
rest of the chapter) fails to prevent the

latter break and it is for this reason
that Black equalize s immediately.

4...€5!
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We examined this position for some
time but both theory and praxis im-
ply that Black is ok and we did not
find anything that casts doubt on this
assessment.

5.2\13!

It is no exaggeration to say that only
this move maintains level chances.

a) 5.d5? is answered strongly by 5...bs!
and the computer says that Black is
already better by 0.80, a surprising
fact considering that only five moves
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have been made. In our view White
players should steer clear of this posi-
tion as the computer evaluation can

hardly be debated. 6.2 xbs

[White’s prospects are also bleak
in case of 6.2g5 £c5 7.4 f3 0-0
8.2e2 (8.Dxbs5? £xf2+-+) 8...a6
9.0-0 \bd710.Wc2 h611. 2hg £by
12. Efd1 We7F and Black won in La-
jthajm-Ratkovic, Mosko 2015.]

6..xe4

- N Wk 01 OO g4

7.2 xc4 This has been the choice of
Baadur Jobava, but the plain truth
is that White is already significantly
worse.

[7.%a42! looks like a natural pos-
sibility but after the accurate ;...
c6! 8.dxc6 £c5 9. £2xc4 0-0 10.20f3
(Vesterli-Jensen, Denmark 2018)
10... £ xf2+ 11.8f1 D) xc6-+ Black is
well on his way to victory; A num-
ber of games have continued with
7.83c3 9 xc3 8.bxc3 then after the
simple 8... 2d6! Black should have
a large advantage. After 9. 2xc4
0-0 (9..2d7I?N 10.2)f3 0-0 11.0-0
eq4 12.0d4 Des 13. 2.2 Whyt looks
also depressing for White.) 10.2)f3

2g4 11.2e2 2xf312 12.2xf3 f5
13.0-0 9\d7 14.2e2 e4! and dark
clouds are gathering over White’s
kingside.

g/ W Has
x/ 7Y BT
% & % %
. &7 4

. /x% %
- B
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" AW 3%
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Up to this point we have actually
followed the game Voloshin-Vrana,
Czechia 2011. Here White could
have somehow reduced the dam-
age by playing 15.Eb1!F/7, activat-
ing his rook and keeping some sort
of activity for his king’s bishop. (In-
stead, the clumsy 15.c4? b8 16. Wc2
Why17.g3 Wh3 18. Eb1 left GM Leo-
nid Voloshin in a hopeless position
which he should have lost quickly.
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18...Ebe8? (Diverting the queen
is simple and stronger 18...Zxbi!

19.% xb1 Zes-+ followed by 20.%b3
fa!l 21.2xfq Bxfq 22.9xf4 Df3+
23.2xf3 exf3—+ it is over.) 19.Eb3
£.¢5? Another slip. (19...a5 20.%d1
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?)c5F was the right way to pro-
ceed with good chances of victo-
ry.) 20.2e3 Suddenly White was
making a fight of it and even won!
That said, please refrain from copy-
ing this particular treatment of 3...
&){6 in your games, as miracles do
not happen too often!)]

Let us now return to Jobava’s choice
7.2xc4

~

;%g\g,@g E/

- N WA Oy

7... 2bg+! This simple move seems to
refute White’s opening idea. Black
stops any tricks by developing his
kingside and preparing to castle into
safety. (Instead, ... £¢5/?, as played in
Jobava-Terrieux, Europe Echecs 2020,
is worse after the accurate 8. Weo!
which looks sufficient to mix things
up considerably. 8... 2 xf2+ 9.%f1 f5
10.d6 cxd6 11. £ds £b6 12. £ xa8 0-0
13.9)f3 2e6 14. 2 e35/») 8.%Lf1 0-0!
(In our view Black should not get
carried away with 8.2\ xf2?/ which is
merely unclear. 9.Way4! 0-0 10. % xby
Nxh1 11.%e1 c6 12.0c3 £b7 13.d6
2a6! 14.£e2! Wxde 15.0h3 Wdy
16.&2.xa6 Dxa6 17.&e3 Wd3+! 18. g1
Nbg!19. Ed1eo/F) 9. W13 £)d6 10.20xd6
cxd6F White’s position lacks harmo-

ny as it is under-developed with an
unsafe king and an inferior structure.
Therefore, we must dismiss 5.d5? as
a rather over optimistic way of play-
ing which hardly even equalizes.

b) Another way of playing which
we not approve of is 5.dxes?! Wxdi+
6.20xd1 (6.2xd1?! Dgq 7.2e1 Lcs
8.20h3 Dxes 9.2f4 Dbc6 10.9)d5
£d67 looks like Black wins a pawn.)
6..2)xe4 7.2xc4 D c6 with a posi-
tion where not only does Black lead
in development but also has pressure
against White’s exposed e5-pawn.

£ 4 we K
aii 1aa

8
7
6
5%%%/%
4
3
2
1

8.2)f3 Clearly the lesser evil. (8. £.bs?
is answered by 8... 2b4+ 9.Le2 £d7
10. 2 e3 Nxes 11. L xd7+ Lxd77/—+
and Black should convert his healthy
extra pawn.) 8...2bg+ 9.&f1 Le6!
We consider this move the strongest
depriving White of his best minor
piece. 10. £xe6 fxe6 11.&Le2 0-0-0
12. 2e3 Eds 13.Ec1 EhdS8 14.a3 £c5F
The awkward position of the £)d1 has
prevented White from a harmonious
mobilization of his forces. His posi-
tion is worse, but he nevertheless re-
tains chances of equalizing after the
accurate 15. Zc4!
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£xe316.90xe3 BEd2+! 1790 xd2 Exda+
18.%%e1 2\d4 19. Ef1 bs! 20.Exd4 Exdg
21.f4! Ed2 22.f5! exfs 23.Exfs Exb2a
24.Bf7Swhen the rook penetration
to the 7th rank ensures counterplay.

¢) A last line which is not to be rec-
ommended to supporters of White’s
cause is 5. £e3?! exd4 6. Wxdq Wxdg
7.2xd4 2e6 8.f4 &)c6 9. 2xf6 gxf6
10.f5 £2d7 11. 2xcq4 Des 12. 2b3! (12.
2e2 0-0-07F) 12..2g8 13.g3 0-0-0
14.0-0-0 hs!

e E ¢ E

ég%x%

vy

_\NLA)-&U‘I@\IOO

15.8b1 (15.2)d5 Dg47) 15...h4 (15... g
16.20h3!1=) 16.9)ge2 £d6 17.9)f4 hxgs
18.hxg3 Exg3 19.0hs g2 20.2)xf6
2.6 21.Ehg1 Hxg1 22.2xg1 bsF and
“eternal” control over the es-square
makes the position much easier for
Black to play.

5...exd4

l\)(.AJ-bU‘I [N (0]

g

White’s few chances of generating
play lie in immediately going to the
ending.

After 6.2 xd4?! £cs5! 7.2e3 &gq
8.2e6!? £xe6! (8. Wxd1+?! 9. Exdi=)
9. Wxd8+ &xd8 10. £ xc5 2\d7 11. £.a3
Black has the powerful retort 11...
Eb8! 12.2)bs csF with his queenside
pawn mass becoming a major factor
in his favor.

6...%xd4

6... 2d6S could well be an easier solu-
tion for Black, the point being to deny
the £\ f3 from improving its position.
A further benefit is that it acceler-
ates development as now ... b8-c6
will gain a tempo on the queen. The
following lines serve to show us that
Black is not in any real danger here.
7.2 xc4q

[We also looked at 7.£g5 which
may actually be a better choice.
That said, after the more or less
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forced sequence 7...2)c6 8. %xc4 h6
9.2hq £e610.Wayq 0-0

G W K
A/*/x/ //%‘//Z/Ké//
hsem i

-
W, 8 B
/7/////
gg 7, FAK
& @i R

a b c d e f g h

- N w b O~

White has several tries but ulti-
mately no advantage. We would
like to further remark that the trod-

den path so far is not very much to
our liking, so we made our main

line the untried 11. £c4!2.

a) 11. 2e2 is rather too conserva-
tive a developing move. After 11...
a6! (11...20e5!? 12.20d4 £d7 13. Wca
g6 14.2g3 Wey 15.0-0 £xg3!
(15...¢6 16.f4%) 16.hxg3 Efe8= was
equal in Goldin-Balashov, Irkutsk
1986.) 12. Ed1 We7 13.0-0 we think
we have found an improvement
for Black over the only existing
game to have reached this posi-
tion.

ﬁ%/%w

zg/

///Z ///
@%//34 -
| ?/@//

NU)-bUWG\\I

13...g5! This strong move yields
easy equality to Black. (Instead,
13...20e5?! looks a bit better for
White after 14.9d4! (14.2xes
£ xes5 15.f4 2xc3 16.bxc3 Wes+
17.22h1?! (17. & f2/) 17..Wxc3
18. Zc1 Wes 19. & xf6 WxeaT, as in
Arkell-Grinfeld, Hastings 1995,
looks insufficient for White.)
14...2)g6 15. 2 xf6 Wxf6 16.2)1xe6
Wxe6 17.g3 bs 18. W2 ¢6 19.f4 ey
20. 23 &c5+ 21.Bg2E

s[X =~ He
1 maa
A & W &
s\ ok 7

| 2 man =
° ///@// %7% // %// 7
883

a b c d e f g h

in view of the better pieces and
space on the kingside, although
also here things are far from
easy.) 14.2¢3 White has to duly
retreat. (We checked 14.9)xgs?
just in case but after 14...hxgs
15. £ xg5 Black gets an easy advan-
tage after 15... £ es5! 16.f4 (16.2)d5?
2 xds 17.exds Wbg!-+) 16...bs!
17.Wc2 Nd4 18. b1 Wes! 19.80h1
Ah7! 20. £hg Dxe2 21.0xe2 £.c4
22.Weo 2 167.) 14... 2xg3 15.hxg3
This structure is not at all worri-
some for Black as he controls all
the critical squares in the center,
and his kingside pawn weakness-
es cannot be exploited.
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After 15...Bfd8 16.a3 g7 17.Wc2
Zxd118.Zxd12d8 19. Exd8 Wxds

the game is equal.

b) 11.0-0-0 has been played by
GM Ventzislav Inkiov and is
White’s most aggressive try in
the position. However, we believe
that White’s chances are far less
impressive than they look at first
sight. 11... Wey

s|E = Eee
Add Wii
| meem &
/ 2 wy
5%7f@%%%?%W
4B I
S B2E N
218 ) MAK
«// 2 //// Vs W/y ,,,,,, 7
1| &8 & H
d e f g h

12.%b1 This is our recommen-
dation, but all the same the first
player will not be able to achieve
more than equality.

{We also looked at 12. £.c4 a6!
13. £ xe6 Wxe614. Zhe1 Efe815.a3
g5 16. 2.g3 2xg3 17.fxg3 Had8e-
which is nothing but an unclear

position with promising play
for the second player.; 12.£)ds?!
has been Inkiov’s choice, yet
after 12...2xds 13.exds 9by
(13...20e5!?) 14. £ xf6 Wxf6 15.a3
W+ 16.Lb1 Wis+ 17. a1 2 xds
18.2d3 b6 19.%Wb3 Inkiov-
Le Roux, France 2007. Black has
19...%f4! 20.Ehe1 Zae8F and the
idea of transferring the queen to
a4 nullifies any White attacking
plans thus making his compen-
sation insufficient.}

12...a6! A strong move, preventing
2 f1-bs or £fi-c4 and prepar-
ing, according to circumstances,
to expand on the queenside. 13.a3

2es 14.Wea P g6!

/é?*%f /%/ é /éé
A@%ﬁigﬁ

- N W b~ U1 O N

a b c d e f g h

This move “kills” White’s attack-
ing aspirations. After 15.2xf6
Wxf6 16.20d5 £xds5 17.Zxd5 bs!
18. £d3 Zae8 19. 2d1 Des 20.2)xes
Exes 21.g3 Exd5 22.exds ¥f3
23. Wer Wxes 24. 2xe2 the end-
ing is completely drawish.

Let us now return to our recom-
mendation 11. £c4!?%: 11.. We7



16 YOUR JUNGLE GUIDE TO 1.d4!

8 %/%
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c d e f g h

12. 2 xe6! It is best to make this ex-
change now as later on Black might
consider recapturing with the f-
pawn. 12.. Wxe6 (Actually 12...fxe6!?
is not out of the question here, how-
ever after 13.0-0 Qes 14.) xe5 2 xes
15.Wbs! c5 16.Wez g5l 17. 293 £d4
18.e5 White does have some play
and perhaps the tiniest of edges.)
13.0-0 Y hs! 14.Efe1 Efe8 15.4\bs
?es 16.%d1! This pawn sacrifice
yields White interesting play.

sg%/%g/g%

,,,,,, &@//K

That said, after 16..2xf3+ 17.Wxf3
£ xha+ 18.2xh2 Wes+ 19.g3 Wxbs
20.2ad1% it is out of place to say he
has chances for an advantage. We
can merely remark that it is rather
Black who hastobeabit more precise
in a state of approximate equality.]

We will now return to what has been
the main line (7. £.c4): 0-0 8. £g5%\c6

i sW Hw
4id  Aad
A A

) %/

. /@j
3:0 ] /&g,/?%
B / & H

a b c de f gh
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Practice has shown that White has
no advantage in this position. Black’s
only problem is the pin of the f6-
knight, but as we shall see below he
should be able to deal with it com-
fortably. 9.Wes3

[Slightly inferior is 9.%d2 as after
9..2e5! 10.0xe5 £xe5 11.Wxd8
Exd8 12.f3! (12.f4?! & xc3+ 13.bxc3
He8F is better for Black and he
managed to convert this advantage
in Gerard-Van den Doel, Gronin-
gen 1999.) 12...c6 13.a4 Ed4 14.2d1!
Nd7! 15.Exd4 £xd4 16.Fe2 Hes
17.2d1 Dxc4 18.Exd4 £e6= oppo-
site colored bishops tend to guaran-
tee a draw.]

9..h6 10.2h4 Des 11.Dxe5 £xes5
12.We2?! This looks slightly un-
natural. There are two other pos-
sibilities at this point. (12.2d1 Wes
13. 2xf6 2 xf6 14.0-0 is the first of
them. White seems to be better de-
veloped and with a mobile kingside
pawn majority, yet after 14... 2.e6 he
will end up with only some mild pres-
sure which will gradually be defused.
15.0ds5 £xds 16.Exds! c6! 17.Ehs!
2 xb2 18.e5 Ed8 19. 2b3 We7 20.Wey
To be honest, looking at this posi-
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tion we felt that White should have
something as Black’s bishop seems to
be missing from the defense, but the
computers say that White has already
reached his maximum and there is no
more than a draw.

2%/%w%@%

)
/
// /f/

//;/
A
/. ) ¥ B

-~

7

o

.

[ 4%//%
/
wAak

o 7, s~ T

//ﬁ@f/

&

N o w bk ol O

2 %
W

20...8d4 21.%Wc2 &a3 22.Wfs &by
23.Exh6 gxh6 24.%Wg6+ Sh8
25. %W xh6+= The other choice is simi-
larly insufficient for a white edge:
12. & xf6 Wxf6 13.20d5 Wd6 14.f4 £ xb2
15.e5 Wa316. Wxa3 & xa3 17,0 xc; Eb8
18.0-0 &5 19.66 Ebc8 20.exf7+ Lh8
21.2e6 Excy 22. 2xf5 Ecxf7 23.Re4
Exfq 24.8xf4 Exfq 25.2xby=) Re-
turning to 12.We2?!, after 12...c6
13.0-0 Was5!? 14. Zac1 Ee8

8;%3 s%@%
713/%;w/
6 w//i/ A i
sl &

4 ////%///7//@
3 n

1 /ﬁf /E@

a b c de f gh

15. 2 xf6]

[15. 2d3?! 24! (15... €6 16.f4 Ld4+

17.%2h1 was unclear in Timoshenko-

Lekic, Tivat 1995.) 16.Zcd1 &g4¥ is
already becoming very dangerous
for White.]

15... 2 xf6 16.f4 £e6 17. £xe6 2d4+
18.%2h1 Exe6F only Black has hopes
to press, so we may conclude that the
whole line starting with 6... 2d65 is
comfortable for Black.

Let us now go back to see what hap-
pens after the more popular alterna-
tive 6... Wxd 4.

7.20xd4 2.¢5!
AL ¥ X
14 &4 %W%;
6 /’// a
d g/% .
: /x@g 7/
N P /% .
28 aas
d= % %g%z
g h

a b ¢ d e f

The secret is to displace the £Yd4 and
try to hang on to the precious c4-
pawn here. Our research indicated
that White does not have real chances
for an advantage.

8./)\dbs!
The best possibility.

After 8.2e3 g4 9.2)ds (Weak is
9. 8xc4?! ¢6 10.0-0 Ndy 11.2)f5 L xe3
12.fxe3 ?des 13.2b3 &xf5 14.exfs

0-0-0F Obolentseva-Afanasiev, Mos-



18 YOUR JUNGLE GUIDE TO 1.d4!

COwW 2019.) 9..42)1xe3 10.fxe3 &d8!s
Black has the easier play and quite
possibly the slightly superior chances.

,%7/%
ﬁx%g% .

7 B
%7 /?8%%
@ B

a b c d e f g h

/‘//

For example, 11. £ xc4 £)c6! 12.0-0-0
NDes 13.20f4 Le7! 14.0ds5+ &d7!
15.2e2 c6 16.b4!? cxds 17.bxcs dxeq
18.Zhf1?! (18.2f3+N Dd3+ 19. £.xd3
exd3 20.Exd3+ ©c7 21.Ehd1 Ee8
22.%9)d4 a67F is our recommendation,
but White is still suffering.) 18...&2e7
19.2f4 6 20.Exeq4 £d7 21.2013 £c6F
and although White subsequently
drew in Ivanov V.-Kowalczyk, corr.
2017, his position at this point was
certainly unenviable.

8...2a6

8

7

6/

|

4

3

> 27 /j 2 g’y 2

4 & e #
a b ¢ d e f g h

Forcing this knight to the edge of the
board is a small success for White,

but as we shall see it only ensures
equality.

9. 214
This is imperative.

9. £ xc4?! c610.2)a3 bs! 11.axbs cxbs
12. 2 xbs+ 8 13. &4 2b7F did not
ofter White enough for the piece in

Yakubboev-Zubov, St. Petersburg
2018.

9...c6!?

An ambitious move.
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It is also possible to return the pawn
by 9..2e6= 10.2xc7 (10.Dxc7+?!
2 xcy 11. & xc7 0-0 was agreed drawn
in Azmaiparashvili-Petrosian, Mos-
cow 1983, but strictly speaking Black
has a slight advantage at this point.)
10...&e7! 11. £ g3 9\b4 12.0-0-0 Ehd8
13.2xd8 Exd8 14.a3 H\d3+ 15. £xd3
Exd3 (15...cxd3!? 16.82d2 a6 17.b40/=
is also possible.) 16.2)a4! & xe4 17. Ee1
£ xf218.Exeq £e3+19.%2c2 Eda+=

10.2d6+ £ xd6 11. £xd6 Le6
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This is the position that has attracted
the most attention in practice after
4.2)¢c3 es!. White has the bishop pair
and some good dark square control in
return for the pawn and a 4-3 major-
ity on the kingside.

However, this is an ending and in
endings material counts, so it is not
surprising to us that Black has the
easier game. We think that the fol-
lowing lines will convince you as well.

12.€5
The standard choice.

a) Basically, White would not like to
surrender the ds-square to his oppo-
nent and play something like 12.f3?!,
however after 12...0-0-0! 13.0-0-0
Ndy! 14. £e2 YacsT Black is clearly
better, and the position is similar to
Aronian-Dominguez right below.

b) 12.0-0-0?! 0-0-013. £e2 has been
tried by Levon Aronian but is hardly
convincing. After 13...Ehe8!? (also
nice for Black seems to be 13..2\d7/?N

14.f4 f6 15.¢€5 fxes 16.fxe5 D acsT.) 14.£3

d7 15.2d4 bs 16. Ehd1 HacsF Black
had a clear advantage in Aronian-
Dominguez, Moscow 2009, and went
on to win.

¢) Finally, 12.f4?! 0-0-0 13.0-0-0
e8! 14. £e7?! (14. £e5!F) 14... Exd1+
15.%2xd1 f6F was a lot better for Black
in Nikolaidis-Greenfeld, Moscow
1994 and Black prevailed.

12...20d7

Surprisingly, 12...2)d5 remains un-
tried. We do not see anything wrong
with it with one plausible continua-
tion being 13. £xc4 Dabg 14.9xds
% xds 15.Zc1 £2xc4 16.Excq4 Qds
17.%e2 16 18.f4 hs 19.&1f3 &f7=.
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13.b4!

This strong move of Epishin’s is the
only way to create some play.

After 13. 2e2 f5! 14.0-0 DacsF Black
had a good blockade on the light
squares and eventually made his
extra pawn count in Beliavsky-Pon-
omariov, Enghien les Bains 1999.
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13...f6!

13...cxb3? is a poor choice as after
14. 2xa6 bxa6 15.axb3 £xb3 16.Eb1
2c4 17.Eb7% the powerful rook on
the 7th rank gives White more than
enough for the pawns.
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14.b5!N

This novel idea opens up the position
for the bishops and leads to approxi-
mately equal chances.

Weaker is 14.f4 fxes 15.fxe5 0-0-0
16.b5 $acsT and with his king safe
and an extra pawn Black went on to
win in Epishin-Dorfman, Belgrade
GMA 1988.

14...cxbs

In the case of 14...%acs 15.bxc6 bxc6
16.exf6 gxf6 17.0-0-0% White is at
least equal as he is ready to follow
up with Zdi-d4 yet Black should not
have any problems reaching the draw
as he always has the resource ...2\c5-

d3+ transposing to an opposite color-
ed bishop ending.

15.exf6 D xf6 16.2)xbs ey
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17.f3

With the position wide open White
can even rely on 17.2e2!? Zd8 (7.
Nxd6 18.Nxd6+ Fer 19.9)xcq=)
18. £ a3, which gives him just enough
for the pawn.

17...20xd6 18.2)xd6+ Le7 19. £ xc4!
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The prospects are equal as the follow-
ing lines confirm.
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19...%2xd6

19...20b4 20.£2xe6 Dc2+ 21.%d2
Nxa1 22.017 xe6 23.9xh8 Eds+
24.%c3=

20.0-0-0+ ey 21.2xe6 Lxe6

22. Zhe1+ &f6 23.Z2d6+ &fy
24.2d7+ g6 25.Zd6+=
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Thus, we may conclude that 4.%)c3 es!
leads to an abundance of possibilities
for the second player giving him easy
play and a rather obvious equality.
The above lines can be used by White
when seeking only a draw. Despite
our efforts we could not detect any
reasonable tries for an advantage.

2.4.e5 9d5 5. & xcd Hcb
6.2e2

1.d4 d5 2.c4 dxc4 3.e4 D)f6

We now switch to 4.e5! which pro-
duces eventful and dynamic posi-
tions.

4.e5!

We believe that White cannot do
much without this move. It may look
committal but on the other hand it
gains space and ensures an immedi-
ate recovery of the pawn. Strategically
speaking, its main virtue is prevent-
ing the ...c7—c5 and ...ey—e5 breaks in
the near future.

4...202ds 5. 2xcq

N w oo O\\l (0]
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Normally Black retreats his knight to
b6, which is the main line. But we will
first see what happens if he tries to
maintain this knight on ds.

Another way to do that is with s...
£ f5. This move order has often been
played by Spanish GM Anton Guijar-
ro, and recently by other highly rated
players. The idea is to lure the opposi-
tion to poorly studied positions such
as 6.Wb3!? c6!, where Black seems to
have good play. Black of course also
wishes to avoid the theoretical branch
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el game. 8..Wc8! 9. Wxc8+ £ xc8
10.2)¢3 €6 11.f41? &c6 12.00f3 La6
13.2f2 Bb8 14.Bd1 £e7 15.b3 Ec8
16. £b2 N\byg! 178 e1 0-0 18.a3 Dc6
19.b4 &c4 20.2\f3 f6 21.exf6! & xf6

where the white bishop retreats to d3
by playing in this way. 6.2)e2! We rec-
ommend taking play into main line
positions rather than trying to find
a refutation which does not exist.

[After 6.%b3!? c6! (Not 6...6?
7. Wxb7! &H\d7 8.£xds5 Eb8 — 8...
exds 9. Wxds+ — 9.Wc6 Zb6 10. Way
exds 11.%)c3 c6 12.9)ge2+) Black
seems to have a normal position.
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7. c3 (Weak is 7% xb7? 2\b6! 8.e6
Nxca 9.Wxa8 Wer 10.0a3 b6
1.5 cxbs 12.exf7+ Lxf7 13. 43
Weor. If White insists on playing
6. Wb3!? we think that 7. £ xds!? cxds
8. W xby represents his best chance.
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However Black should hold the
ensuing ending with precise play
as shown by the following mod-

22.b5 Das 23.a4 gs5! 24.2a3 Ef7
25.fxg5 £ xg5 26.Bg1 Le3+ 27.Lh1
Nb3 28.Eab1 Nd2!=

- N W bk 0O 0
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29.0xd2 2d3 30.2)f3 Exc3 31. &by
Lxb1 32.2xc3 Req 33.Bf1 Lh8
34.hq4 g8 35.Ea1 h6 36.Ea3 L.c1
37.8a28c738 Le1 £ xf339. 29384
40.9xf3 L3 41.Be2 &xd4 42.Exe6
BExaq 43.2d6 Eai+ 44.%h2 Edi
45.-2f4 hs 46.Ed; &f8 47.%5¢2 and
15—, Sanner-Kunz, corr. 2017.) 7...
e6 8. Wxb7 £\b6! We think Black
is fine here, so there is no need to
continue the analysis.]

6...66 7.0-0 b6

[After 7... £e7 8.22bc3 Black should
play 8..4b6 transposing to the
main lines. Instead, 8...c62 9.21g3
2g6 10.f4! Wd7 (10...0-0 11.f5 exfs
120 xf5 b6 13. 2b3+) 11.£5! exfs
12.%Wf3l+ led to a large advantage
for White in Belous-Huschenbeth,
Greensboro 2017,
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8.£b3 c5 (8... 2e7 9.20bc3 will again
transpose to our main lines.) 9. £e3
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Forcing play! 9...2)c6!

[9...c4?! 10.2xcq4 Dxcq 11.Wayg+
Nd7 (11..¢6 12. W xcqg Bc8 13. W a4+
was also quite uninspiring for the
defense in Malakhatko-Khodashe-
nas, Tehran 2019.) 12.%Wxcq Zc8
13.Way 2c2 14.Wxay £d3 15.9bc3
£a6 16.d5! Dxes 17.Efd1+- was
hopeless for Black in Nakamura-
Sutovsky, Douglas 2017.]

10.22bc3 c4 So far we have followed
Lei-Gara, Khanty-Mansiysk 2018.
Here the obvious 11.2c2 £xc2
12.%Wxc2 leads to positions where
White can put a lot of pressure on
Black by a queen transfer to the king-
side. 12...%d7 (12..20b4 13. Wey W,
14.a3 D4ds 15.%f3 Dxc3 160 xc3
ds 17.Bfc1 Ec8 182 eq bs 19. £ d2%)
13.23 £e7 14.Zad1 o0-0 159 {4 £ds
16. Weo £

We will now check the worthwhile
alternative to 6.£\c3.

6.2e2!?

This one looks the least committal
and a better try than 6.2e3 which
we decided not to cover. It follows the
dictum “knights before bishops”, de-
fends d4, and prepares castling.

6. %32 is the move that has to be dis-
carded. After 6..2xd4! 7. Wxds Wxds
8.2 xds N2+ 9.&2d1 Hxa1 10.9c3
&fs 11. 2xby Ed8+ 12.£2d2 White
won in Baryshpolets-Wang J., chess.
com 2020, but only because Black
chose the inaccurate 12...f62. Instead,
correct was 12...Ab8!F and the black
knight will either be extricated or
prove costly to attack it as in the fol-
lowing example. 13. £c6+ &d8
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