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a good move

a weak move

an excellent move

a blunder

an interesting move

a dubious move

only move

novelty

lead in development
zugzwang

equality

unclear position

with compensation for the sacrificed material
White stands slightly better
Black stands slightly better
White has a serious advantage
Black has a serious advantage
White has a decisive advantage
Black has a decisive advantage
with an attack

with initiative

with counterplay
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better is
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check

mate
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Preface

When Thinkers Publishing suggested | could try to produce a book on the Alekhine
Defense, since for some reason | seem to have the reputation of using maverick
openings, this idea looked reasonable. In that Covid period | had nothing better to
do after all! After a few months | however realized that Thinkers Publishing had
passed me a hot potato (many thanks!), i.e. the arduous task of checking the serious
recent works of Kornev and Negi, plus the mammoth book of Chetverik and
Kalinichenko, not to mention some “already ancient” suggestions from John Shaw
dated 2016!

You will therefore find some references to those inspiring sources throughout this
book (Chetverik & Kalinichenko being abbreviated to C&K).

| wasn't sure at first whether | wanted to talk about “all existing” lines of this
intriguing opening, and discovered in the process there were quite a few, or
whether | would sort them out to offer a Black repertoire. | finally decided on the
first approach, to give you, dear reader, a broader choice. Among all the lines
included in that book, the Four Pawns Attack Classical, covered in the Bonus Lines
chapter, is probably the only one where a Black player would need more knowledge
in order to be “safe” from a theoretical standpoint.

Hope you'll enjoy reading this book!
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Chapter Guide

In this chapter we will examine secondary options by White on move 2 as well as
1.e4 £)f6 2.e5 Yg8.

1.e4 if6

8) 203 e e et e e et b e et a e e e aataaaaaa 11
D) 2.0C3 d5 3.5 - 1.eevrieeecte ettt 16
€) 2.8DC3 d5 3.85 DAT ..ot 22

) 2085 Q8. ettt ettt ettt ettt eereeeenen 27
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1. e4 )f6 2. d3

EAsWes Ein
11:13;1:

A

A
AA A A AA
BOEYEANE

Position after: 2. d3

With 2.d3 White chickens out from en-
tering the Alekhine proper, indicating
that he is obviously not trying hard to
get an opening edge. Black has several
ways to follow up, depending on his
tastes. I'd suggest 2...d5, since Alekhine
players shouldn't be afraid of 3.e5,
should they? Here you see a mixture of
some quite fresh and older examples:

2...d5

A) 2... e5 shouldn't really have any in-
dependent value, since play will almost
certainly transpose into some minor
line of 1.e4 e5. Or to my recommenda-
tion, if after 2...d5 White decides on
3.4)d2 Black can happily play 3...e5, get-
ting a good 1.e4 e5 position. After 2...e5
3.f4?! White is already playing with fire,
since with 3..exf4 4.2xf4 &9c6 fol-
lowed by 5...d5 Black can nourish the

hope of seizing the initiative. 3. &f3
[3. &3 £c5 4. g3 a6 5. £g2 d6
6. @geZ Ncb= Azmaiparashvili, Z
(2673) — Minasian, A (2595) Mon-
tecatini Terme 2000 transposed into the
Vienna opening 1l.e4 e5 2.0\c3 Df6
3.g3andsoon] 3... Dc64. Le2d5[4...
g65.c4 £g76.9c30-07.h3d68. Le3
He8 9. Wd2 &\d7 Ponkratov, P (2630)
— Gupta, A (2608) chess.com (rapid)
2020] 5. Dbd2

E slipe E
Adid Adi
A a

Position after: 5. 2\bd2

Playing a reversed Philidor (thus one
tempo up compared to that opening as
Black), White should be equal here, but
he runs the risk of landing in an overly
passive position.

Al) In Haub, T (2427) — Bauer, C
(2622) Vandoeuvre 2004, | chose 5...
£.c5.6.0-00-07.c3a58. a4 [8. b3I?
Intending a2-a3, then either Eb1 or
2 b2 followed by b3-b4. If ... d4 then
9. cxd4 Yxd4 10. £b2 is known to be
around equal with reversed colors.]
8... £e89.h3 La7
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Position after: 9... £a7

b= jo

E
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10. el [Here or on the next move
10. exd5 followed by &\c4 would have
been more active; see the note after
5.\bd2.] 10... h6 11. 2f1?! Le6 12.
b3 Wd7 13. b2 Hads 14. Wh1
N5 15. b4 dxe4 16. dxed &4 17. b5

EE & |
214V 44
A

Position after: 17. b5

17... £xh3!! The black army is fully
mobilized, with its mighty dark-
squared bishop eyeing f2 and the
rooks ready to join the assault along
the sixth rank. 18. gxh3 &xh3+ 19.
Dh2 Nfa 20. bxce Wga—+ Bringing
the heavy artillery nearer the white
king, whose situation is already
hopeless. 21. Ee3 EBeb 22. Nd4
Wha+ 23. gl exd4 24. cxd4 Egb+
25. Eg3 Exg3+ 26. fxg3 Wxg3+ 27.
Dh1 Wha+ 28. g1 Exd4 White re-
signed.

A2) 5...g6 6. 0-0 2g7 7. c3 a5 8. a4
[As in Haub — Bauer seen under
5...&¢5, White should seriously have
considered 8. b3 0-0 9. a3 if only for
the sake of having a clear and con-
structive plan to follow.] 8... 0-0 9.

Eel Eeg10. £11

Position after: 10. £f1

This position was reached in
Todorcevic, M (2535) — Tal, M (2610)
Marseille 1989. Being an adept of
King's Indian systems, the French-Yu-
goslavian GM probably didn't mind
playing the white side here. When an
opportunity presented itself a few
moves later, however, the Magician
of Riga didn't miss it! 10... b6 11. exd5
Dxd5F 12. Wh3 Hf4 13. Ded Leb
14. We2 Nd5 15. g3 he 16. g2 Wd7
17. Ded2 Ead8 18. N4

F

- o @

E
i -]
F )

el

X
W
a
ALY
2)

=

osition after: 18. &\c4
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18... \db4! 19. cxb4d D xb4 20. We3?!
[20. We2 would have limited the
damage and the same goes for
21.2f1 on the next move.] 20...
Wxd3 21. Da3?! [21. 2f1 Wxc3 22.
bxc3 &\c2F] 21... e4 Black was win-
ning and duly converted his edge.

B) 2...c53.f4 %\c6 4. g4

El oo Kl
Ad Adidi
A 4

i
AR A

A
AA A A

ANQUWDLNE

Position after: 4. g4

This occurred in Ponkratov, P (2630) —
Markus, R (2599) chess.com (rapid)
2020, where White's creative handling
of the opening was probably motivated
by the time control. At any rate it's fun
to watch! 4... h6 5. h3 d5 6. e5 9d7 7.
Lg2 Qb6 [7... g5!? in order to blow
apart the white center.] 8. &\c3 h5 9.
gxh5 £f5 10. Yce2 eboo

A A
ARAL DN &
2 aWd PHNE

Position after: 10... e6co

Black could claim a very sound position
strategically, even though the outcome
was still very much open.

3.e5

3. &\d2 dxe4 [Black is again spoilt for
choice and 3... ¢5 is by no means worse,
e.g. 4. g3 dxed 5. dxed &c6 6. 282 g6
7. Dgf3 L2g7 8. 0-0 0-0 9. We2 e5 10.
c3 Wc7oo Artemiev, V (2691) — Bortnyk,
O (2610) World Blitz Ch Riyadh 2017.] 4.
dxe4 e5 5. P\gf3 £d6 6. g3 bé!

EA e £
F S 44 4
i & A

F )
A
DA

ABAL BB
2 2P |

Position after: 6... b6!

[m]

This position is usually reached via 1.e4
6 2.d3 d5 3.20d2 £\ f6 4.g3 dxe4 5.dxed
e5 and so on. Black is supposed to be
doing fine there, despite having lost a
tempo on ...e7-e6 and then ...e6-e5.
With his last move Black intends to dis-
turb his opponent's standard develop-
ment. 7. £g2 £a6 8. c4 This weakens
the d4-square forever, but otherwise
White couldn't castle. 8... 0-09. 0-0

(see analysis diagram next page)
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9... Nbd7 [9... ¢5!? and then 10...4\c6
came into consideration, especially if
one knows how things developed later
oninthe game.] 10.a3 £b7 11. Wc2 a5
12. b3 95 13. HEel Deb 14. Lb2
Nd715. D1 c516. DNe3 Nd4 17. Wd3
adoo Nakamura, H — Degraeve, IM
chess.com (rapid) 2018.

3... )\fd7 4. d4 ¢5 5. c3 %\c6

E[ sWdbes K|
Ai Adidi
A
dilA
a
&
A8 A A8
ENQWHENE

Position after: 5... 2\c6

At this juncture White has to make up
his mind between 6.3 and 6.f4. In
both cases Black will then decide
whether he wants his light-squared
bishop out of the pawn chain or if he

satisfies himself with a good version of
a French Defense. A matter of taste
again, but I'd advocate the more ambi-
tious “bishop out of the pawn chain” ap-
proach.

6. 23
6. f4

A) 6...e6 7. Df3 Whe

E & @8 E[o
di A 14ii
Wwa i
d 44
A A
i) &
AA AA
EN2WHa E
Position after: 7... Wb6

A1) 8. a3 was used in Maljutin, E —
Fedorov, A, Moscow 1992, the only
clash between two players rated
over 2400 where the position after
6...e6 was discussed. Black replied
with the sensible 8... a5, stopping
b2-b4 first before focusing on his
own active play linked with the un-
dermining ...f7-f6.

A2) 8. g3 Le7 [Starting with 8... f6
gives White the extra option of 9.
£.d3, the d4-pawn then being ta-

boo in view of the check on g6.] 9.
£.h3 f6!
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E & & Epm
Ai AL 411
wa i

F O Wi

A 1A
) NAL
JAYAS &
ENQYD )=

Position after: 9... f6!

I'd rather be Black here because 10.
Lxe6 cxd4 11. cxd4 [11. Lxd7+
£xd7 gives Black tremendous com-
pensation on the light squares for
the pawn] 11... ©dxe5! and 10. 0-0
cxd4 11. cxd4 fxe5 12. fxe5 &dxe5
13. Dxe5 Dxe5 14. Nc3 DF7F
both seem to turn in his favor.

B) 6... cxd4 7. cxd4 b6 8. &\c3 &15
9.g4

E
> @
b3 Y

E
i

|

i
a4

> b

i
)

& 18 &
E QWP LOE

Position after: 9. g4

Now 9... £e4 10. Dxed dxed 11. £g2
is messy, but the retreat 9... £d7 is
quite interesting. White will likely not
manage to find a safe shelter for his
king and he may well regret his last
impetuous pawn thrust.

6... €6

After this move the position is trans-
formed into the Advance variation of
the French Defense. The only difference
is the position of the black knight on d7
instead of g8. This fact seems to favor
Black, who easily solves his opening
problems.

6... cxd4 7. cxd4 b6 8. £.d3 L.g4 9.
Le3eb6

Kl Wes X
di Aldad
aa i
P
& &
L8
818 & AR
EH WH B

Position after: 9... e6

This looks like a good French or Advance
Caro-Kann from the black perspective.

After ...2e7 followed by ...0-0 moves
like ...20b4, ..\c4 and the maneuver
...2h5-g6 are in the air.

7. Le2f6

7... £e71? Possibly intending to recap-
ture on f6 with the bishop following
...f7-f6 exf6.

8. exf6



16 The Modernized Alekhine Defense

E Sl d E|u Now 8... Wxf6 was played in Rozentalis,
ii m ii E — Zapolskis, A Vilnius 2002 and proved
A i A slightly better for White after 9. 0-0

i £d610. £g5! W7 11. &h4.
A Finkel offers the improvement 8... 2xf6
& 2 9. 0-0 £d6 in his annotations of that
A LA 2 Y A B3 game for ChessBase, and | agree with
g@@:@@ p=4 him that Black could indeed have

Position after: 8. exf6 claimed equality there.
1. e4 5)f6 2. N3 3.e5

¥ m g\g@ -} Ell 3. exd5 £xd5 is the other option to be

2idiridi investigated.
a EAsWed s E|
ddidd 4diii
A
o) A
ABAR WA 5
H QU@dang sBAN WAR
Position after: 2. #\c3 Lg._ g@%}%% )=
Position after: 3... 2xd5
2...d5
A) 4. &c4 Db6 [If 4... Dxc3 White
2... e5is of course another story, where can profitably throw in 5. ¥f3 before
the move order has served Black to ex- recapturing the knight.] 5. £b3 &\c6
clude the Ruy Lopez, the Italian and the 6. 23 £f5 7. 0-0 e6 [From this point
Scotch. He thus has saved a considera- on, going for the bishop by means of
ble amount of work compared to what 7... a5 deserved serious attention.]

a usual 1.e4 e5 player must learn. 8.d4 Le7
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Bl We  E
Aid 2i1d1

aa i

L
it

L5 A
8B A A AR
E 8% E®

Position after: 8... 7

9. d5 This leads to simplifications, but
White had nothing better and was
probably concerned about ...a5. 9...
exd5 10. Dxd5 PDxd5 11. Lxd5 0-0=
Taimanov, M — Tseshkovsky, V USSR
Ch Moscow 1976.

B) 4. Wf31?

B1) 4... 2\b6 Basagic, Z (2370) — Ba-
burin, A (2470) Hartberg 1991 is
worthy of attention, when our cy-
bernetic friend offers 5. d41? Wxd4
and now the surprising 6. Wg3z.

EAs ©& E=
did 4d2iidi
a

oy
& &
8B A A AL
E 4 QLK

Position after: 6. Wg3%

The c7-pawn is attacked while the
black queen is denied the e5-square
and 7.2f3 can now follow. White
has serious compensation.

B2) 4...c65. £c4 e6 was rock-solid
forBlackin Papp, G(2471)—Heinzel,
O (2402) Balatonlelle 2004.

B3) 4... e6 5. £c4 Db4s 6. 2b3
N8c6 [6... c51?] 7. Dge2
E olidoo E|n
A i A da
a i
A
24 Wy
AR AANA AIA
2 8 & [ F

Position after: 7. Dge2

7... &e7?! [7... a5 was right: 8.
La4+ 2d79. a3 {Nd5=] 8. a3 De5
9. Wg3 Abck 10. d4 This remained
slightly better for White in Bellon
Lopez, J (2350) — Alburt, L (2510) Bu-
charest 1978, but why not grab the
pawn? [10. Wxg71+]

C) 4. &f3 The white formation being
rather innocuous, Black can react in
various ways. Some fresh examples,
all at a rapid time control, follow.

EAsWéee X
Aid Aidi

A

2NN
AR AR A AA
2 oudael X

Position after: 4. 93




18

The Modernized Alekhine Defense

C1) 4... Dc6 5. 2b5 Lg4 6. h3
2h5 7. g4?! Lg6 8. DNe5 Wdb 9.
Nca? [9. ddoo] 9... Web+ was al-
ready much better for Black in Bak-
lan, V (2587)—Ponomariov, R(2631)
chess.com 2020.

C2) 4... D\xc3 5. bxc3 g6 6. g3 L.g7
7. £g2 0-0 8. 0-0 c5 with rough
equality, Livaic, L (2507) — Bortnyk,
O (2598) chess.com 2020.

C3) 4... 2g45.h3 £h56.d4 e6 7.
g4 2g6 8. 282 H\ba?! [the robust
8... ¢c6 was much sounder] 9. 0-0 [9.
P e5! intending 9... Dxc2+ 10. ©f1
Pxal 11. Kxb7+4] 9... Lxc2 10.
Wd2 Liang, A (2589) — Ashwin, |
(2500) chess.com 2019. White's
lead in development provides him
ample compensation for the pawn.

C4) 4...g65.g3 Arare bird. 5. £c4
is by far White's most frequent
choice here and could transpose
into 4.2.c4. 5... g7 6. £2g2 9\b6
[6... @xc3 7. bxc3 would transpose
into 4...2\xc3 5.bxc3 g6.] 7. 0-0 £ c6

El oWe E|o
ALk Ai2i
a4 i
2 INAY:
ABAA [ALA

E oY E®

Position after: 7... ?)c6

A more familiar position to us, with
the white pawn on e2 rather than
c2, would occur after 1.9)f3 &f6
2.c4 g6 3.9\¢3 d5 4.cxd5 Pxd5 5.g3
Lg76. £g2 Nb6 7. 0-0 6. The
theory of this branch of the Grun-
feld is quite developed, whereas the
actual position arose only in the two
following duels: 8. a4 a5

C4.1) 9. d4 0-0 [sidestepping the
sinful 9... 2xd4? 10. Dxd4 £.xd4
11. Z\b5+] 10. Le3?! [10. Db5!
see 9.42)b5] 10... £f5 was roughly
equal in Radjabov, T (2734) -
Ivanchuk, V (2704) Beijing (blitz)
2014.

C4.2) 9. £\b5 0-0 10. d4

E oW Ed |=
nen
A A i

F YA

sl B

DA
Aol ALK
2 QYTED

Position after: 10. d4

This was seen in Harikrishna, P
(2727) - Ivanchuk, V (2704) Bei-
jing (blitz) 2014, where the
Ukrainian failed to equalize. 10...
L2e611. Eel 2d512. £f4 Ec8
13. c3 Here 13. b3! followed by
14.c4 was more determined and
would have set Black considerable
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problems. The same idea was
available one move later, but it is
unclear whether that was more
promising than White's slow ap-
proach. 13... Wd7 14. b3 Efd8
15. c41? Or 15. Wc2 and White has
a pleasant edge. 15... £xf3 16.
W3 Pxd4 17. Dxd4a

EE @ |=
AaWiiei
a Fy

Al &) 2

A A
AL

k=S H @

Position after: 17. £\xd4

2

And here 17... £xd4 18. Eadl
with strong pressure or 17...
Wxd41? 18. £xc7 and now Black
can try to sacrifice his queen by
means of 18... Exc7 19. Eadl
Ecd7 20. Exd4 &xd4z.

Let's return to 3.e5.

EAsWeée Eim
Aid Aildi
A
A

2
ABAIA AAA
E 2Udens

Position after: 3. e5

This and 3...2e4 represent Black's al-
ternatives to our choice of 3..2\fd7
(covered in the next subchapter). Here
are some brief lines and notes to illus-
trate them.

3... De4 4. Yce2 White is now threat-
ening 5.d2-d3 and if ...4\c5 then 6.d3-
d4, gaining precious time to develop. |
don't dig much into the next moves
since, as | mentioned, we'd go for 3...
fd7. [White could also try 4. Nxed
dxe4 5. d4 and now 5... exd3 6. £xd3
\c6= looks sensible.] 4... f6 5. Af3 [5.
d3 g500] 5... fxe5 6. d3 [6. Z)xe5!?] 6...
Nd6 [6... Df612] 7. Dxe5 Dd7

E sWeéeo K
Lilgl F 9

i o)

&
AR AT AR
2 Sudal E

Position after: 7... 2\d7

[m]

Smyslov, V (2595) — Alburt, L (2505)
Leningrad 1977. The position is about
equal.

4. Nce2

This can become entertaining, in con-
trast with the dull 4.exf6.

The capture 4. exf6 may lead directly to
an equal endgame after 4... dxc3 5. fxg7
[alternatively 5. bxc3 exf6 is also about
level] 5... cxd2+ 6. Wxd2 [6. Lxd2
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Lxg7 is of course a quite decent option
for White too. Practice has however
shown he can't easily profit from his
healthier pawn structure, and thus the
position remains balanced.] 6... Wxd2+
7. £xd2 £xg7 8. 0-0-0

EAs & E=
Adid 2121

A

izef o2

A A
@

Position after: 8. 0-0-

White scored three wins and 33 draws
without defeat from this position when
both belligerents were rated over 2400.
So if you are ready to run the risk of get-
ting bored in order to “play it safe” as
White... Here you have a rather recent
GM clash: 8... 2f5[8... %\c6 Is more fre-
guent, since Black may prefer hiding his
king on the other wing. We will soon see
why.] 9. &e2 0-0?! [9... Z\c6!] 10. Dg3
£.e611. Dh5+

EaA Kd |
Adid 2121

&
2

ABAL [AAA
QE & H

Position after: 11. 2\h5+

11... 2xb2+ Otherwise 12.2\f4 fol-

lowed by £\d5 or £h6 could have been
annoying, but the remedy is worse than
the evil. 12. ©xb2 £g4 13. Eel £xh5
14. g4 £.g6 15. h4 6 16. h5 27 17. g5
Ed818. £d3 fxg5 19. £xg5+ Because
of Black's exposed king his opponent
needed only 10 more moves to clinch
victory in Plaskett, H (2445) — Vaganian,
R (2577), World Team Ch 50+, Radebeul
2016.

After 4.%\ce2 Black has three options.

EAsWeés Eln
4442 d2iii
a
&
4

ABAADA AL
B QUWRNE

Position after: 4. Z\ce2

4... Nga

A) 4... )fd7?! led to some typical non-
sense in the ultrablitz game Mamedya-
rov, S (2767) — So, W (2767) chess.com
2019: 5. e6! 26 6. exf7+ Lxf7 7. Df3
&\c6 White naturally stood much better
at this point but, probably because of
the fast time control, he lost the thread
a few moves later.

B) Another sensible jump, namely 4...
2\e4, is borderline if White correctly re-
plies 5. c3!.
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EAsWieg E=
did 4d2iidi
A

A4
)

AR ADA AR
HE QUHLNE

Position after: 5. c3!

5... 2\c6 [5... dxc3? is bad on account of
the simple 6. bxc3 but it hides a trap: 6.
Wad+ \d7 and now 7. Wxed? is erro-
neous due to &)c5, but after 7.£)xc3!
White stands clearly on top and the
biter is being bitten.]

B1) 6. cxd4 &g5c

B2) 6. Dxd4 Dxd4 7. Was+ c6 8.
cxd4 Dgs or 8. Wxda Wxda 9. cxd4
g5

A A A AIA
2 9 QoK

Position after: 9... 2)g5

Intending ...20e6. In all those lines
Black can claim a certain amount of
compensation even if he doesn't re-
cover his pawn in the near future, but
is it really enough?

5.f4 ¢c5 6. 2)f3 h5 7. b4 d3 8. ?g3 dxc2
9. Wxc2 cxb4 10. £.¢c4 e6 11. f5 exf5 12.
da?r

EAsWes E=
F O 44

AAl A
A2l | A
A
ALY AA
5 2 & | =

Position after: 12. d41

Ponkratov, P (2624) — Khismatullin, D
(2679) Khanty-Mansiysk 2014.

What a change of picture compared to
3...d4 4.exf6 dxc3!.

Obviously the position after 6...h5 is
quite rich and deviations for both sides
are possible after every single move.
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1. e4 9f6 2. D\c3 d5 3. e5 Nfd7 Al) 5... c5 | personally prefer to at-
tack the white center at once.

LA MwE EAsWes K|
AiidAdiidi B Al Wa
i
i A i i
@&
@ AA A A AA
ABNAEKE EIARE 2 QWHRANE
g g@ % g % E Position after: 5... c5

Position after: 3... 2\fd7
Al1.1) 6. dxc5 is another attempt

| suggest establishing this retreat as our that was, however, skilfully neutral-
main move. ized by Black in the following en-
counter. 6... 2)c6 7. 23 g6 8. Nd4
4.d4
E oVligeg Eln
A) 4. e6 This gambit appeared for the i Ai 4
first time in Mieses, J — Colle, E, Frank- A i 4
furt 1930 according to my database. It is & fg
dangerous in practice because it leads Z3
to sharp positions, but from a theoreti- AN A A AA
cal standpoint Black is at least fine. 4... 2 awdHe B
fxe6 5. d4 Position after: 8. 2\d4
EHolighd Elm 8... 9db8! [Of course not 8...
AidAid 41 Dxc5?2? 9. xc6 bxc6 10. Wdd+-]
i 9. Hixcb Hixc6 10. Lb5 Lg7 11.
4 Wf3 In order to prevent ...0-0, but
A
2y that doesn't really bother Black.
AR A A AR 11... £d7 12. 0-0 d4F Garbisu de
2 QWDHAANE Goni, U (2483) — Del Rio de Angelis,

Position after: 5. d4 S (2499) San Juan 2008.
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Al1.2) 6. Df3 A6 7. Lb5 g6

E sWee Efo
di Ak 3
A i i
L44
A
A NNA
AR A A A A
2 2U® )=

Position after: 7... g6

Black is about to continue ...2g7
followed by ...0-0, with the better
game. Although White has scored
decently from this position, com-
puter-assisted analysis shows that
he is struggling to maintain the bal-
ance. Here are some variations to il-
lustrate that assertion. 8. £e3 [8.
0-0 £g79. £xc6 bxco 10. g5 98
11. dxc5 h6 12. &f3 e5 This looked
quite promising for Black in Borda, A
— Varga, Z, Lodi 2006; 8. h4 £g7 9.
Lxc6 bxce 10. Ng5 Of6 11. hs
gxh512. £f4 0-0F Petenyi, T (2443)
— Ivanchuk, V (2733) European Cup
Novi Sad 2016. White's attack on
the kingside is illusory and he has
been overwhelmed in the center.]
8.. 2g7 9. dxc5 Was51? [Instead,
Black can also opt for ...a6, or 9...
0-0 10. 0-0 Wc7, while 10..Wa5
transposes into Hector — Sergeeyv,
see 9..Wa5, 11. Eel &de5 12.
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Position after: 12. 2\d4

12... DgAl — rather than 12... £d7
Hector, ] — Madsen, D, Copenhagen
1996 — 13. Wxga Pxd4 14. Lxd4
Ef4F] 10. 0-0 0-0 11. Zb1 a6 12.
2.xc6 bxc6 13. Eel.
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Position after: 13. Eel
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In Hector, J — Sergeev, V, Berlin
1995, Black now opted for 13...
We7, but he could also have tried
13... Eb8 in order to deny his oppo-
nent the answer £xd5 when ...e6-
e5 comes. 14. £2d4 Exf3 15. Lxg7
E f5F With ...e6-e5 or ... ¢7 to fol-
low, depending on what White
does.

Nda A2) 5... 9)f6 looks playable too. 6.
&\f3 g6 7. h4 From the white perspec-

(see analysis diagram next column) tive this should come as a reflex, or at



